
 

 

 

 

The St Mark’s Newsletter 
17th December 2020 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge 

to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ Unique and Valued by God 

     VALUE OF THE WEEK 

 Flourishing Individuals— 
 Being a peace-maker and re-

maining positive  

BIBLE VERSE 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 

at peace with everyone.” 

Romans 12:18  

Attendance Update  

Nursery —  94.15% 

Reception —  92.12% 

Year 1—  84.21% 

Year 2—  93.2% 

Year 3—  90.74% 

Year 4—  91.07% 

Year 5—  80.95% 

Year 6—  93.88% 

WELL DONE! 
 

Overall Attendance:  
 

The children have done so well to achieve  

attendance over 95% for the Autumn Term in this 

current climate. 

“Christmas greetings to 

everyone within the St. 

Mark’s Primary School 

community!                                          

 On behalf of the School 

Governors, I want to 

thank Mr. Ingram and 

the whole staff for the 

care and commitment 

they have shown to our children through this very chal-

lenging year. As Governors, we are extremely proud of the high standards of teaching and 

learning that have been maintained through the year. Well done on all that you have 

achieved this year!                                                                                                                                                                                   

And, I congratulate all our children, from the very youngest in Nursery through to Year 6, 

for their continued resilience and cheerfulness. In the shared life of our School, I see so 

many examples of kindness and hope in contrast to all the doom and gloom we daily 

hear about in the media. This reflects the wonderful truth of the Christmas story – in the 

midst of darkness, the coming of Jesus into the world brings light and life. My prayer is 

that the homes of every member of our School family would know the reality of the mean-

ing of the name Emmanuel – God is with us.” 

file:///V:/Newsletters/2020-2021/St Marks Newsletter 14 October  2020 .pdf
https://stock.adobe.com/uk/images/christmas-nativity-scene-black-silhouette-on-blue-background/284687221


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School News Nursery 

School News Reception 

Music lesson 

The highlight for this term is  
how well the children have been practising 
their Nativity play, Christmas Carols and the 
recording of it all.  

I am proud of how well all the children have 
settled into Nursery Class.—Miss Hutchings 

I am proud of how well the children have practised their singing ana 
the Nativity play . They put 100% effort into their practise. The 
highlight of this term  is how well the children have  settled into 
Reception Class and  developed in all areas.—Miss Stewart 



School News Year 1 

School News Oak Class  - Year 2 

The highlight for the class this term 
was our walk to the River Thames. It 
was a great start for our Term Topic 
on London. We saw the London Eye and 
Big Ben and we had a great time.  

I am proud of the children’s  resili-
ence in the abnormal situation we are 
in and how willingly they have partici-
pated in class.—Miss O’Rourke 

I am proud of how well the children 
performed in their Phonics test. 
They showed perseverance and did 
not give up. Our class highlight is 
Darek’s arrival in Year 2 and the 
warm way the class have welcomed 
him.– Miss Brockwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children in year 2 
have been busy mak-
ing Christingles as part 
of their RE lessons on 
light. They were learn-
ing about what each 
part of the Christingle 
represents and why it 
is significant to Chris-
tians at this time of 
year. 

Year 2 have began making their Christ-

mas lanterns in the shape of the pyra-

mids in Egypt, where they celebrate 

Christmas on the 7th January! 



School News Year 3 

School News Year 4 

Our Class highlight is the recording of the Christmas Car-
ols.  

I am proud of how responsible Year 4 are becoming. 

—Miss Mullen 

The class highlight of this 
term is how beautifully they 
have performed their Christ-
mas Carols.  

I am proud of how hard all the 
children have been working 
independently.—Miss Buchan-
an  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

The children have been learning about how different 

countries around the world celebrate Christmas. Year 

4 have been making masks for the traditional mas-

querade party of ‘John Canoe’ or Jonkanoo that hap-

pens during 

‘Gran Market’ 

on Christmas 

Eve. 



School News Year 5 

School News Year 6 

The highlights for this term are the children’s dedication to 
learning and the good attendance at Action Tutoring. They 
have also achieved their Pebble Jar  Rewards through work-
ing hard and demonstrating team work.  

I am proud of how hard they have been working, especially in 
their writing. I am also proud of how they are learning to 
take responsibilities for their actions.—Miss Trott 

I am proud of their English Work. They have been reading 
Shakespeare and they have written some pieces of work based 
on it.  

Their hard work and good progress, even when isolated for two 
weeks , is the class highlight for this term.— 

Miss Hankins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

    

School Council Election 



STAFF FEATURE 

           Miss Bowerman 
        Curriculum Assistant Head  

     Hello. My name is Miss Bowerman and I am the  
           Assistant Head for the Curriculum at St Mark’s. 
     Since starting at the school in 2018, I have  
     taught in Year 5, Year 6 and most recently in Year 
     1. I  love the sense of community in our school and 
     how passionate our pupils are about their learning. 
     I have taught in London for ten years but grew up 
in Somerset. When I’m not in school I love to read and visit the cinema 
and the gym, although unfortunately lockdown has made that difficult. 
Soon I’ll be going on maternity leave and will miss everyone at St Mark’s 
while I’m away. 

We all wish Miss Bowerman well during her maternity leave and take this opportuni-
ty to thank her for her work across the school.  We are also pleased to inform you 

that Miss Parkin gave birth to a baby girl at the beginning of December.  

END OF TERM AWARDS WINNERS 

  Joyful and 

Positive 

Self-control 

and collabora-

Leadership and 

Accountability 

Effort and Hard 

Work 

Kindness and 

Compassion 

Juniper Class  Amelia Eli John Lisa Amy 

Oak Class Darek    Haris  Alejandro  Santiago Joshua  

 Olive Class  Gerard  Moriah  Kimberly  Elijah  Juanita 

 Palm Class Miguel  Joseph Leandro Eni Nadya 

 Sycamore 

Class 

 Olivia Jayden Kelly Josiah Shyanne 

 Willow Class Tomiwa  Deborah  Grace  Faith   Taj 

 Having a go Trying their 

best 

Being a good 

friend 

Being involved & 

concentrating 

 

Cedar Class  Y’Israel Annaiyah  Joseph  Kashay   

Ebony Class  Sammy  Lillian  Sofia  Betty   
 

Well done to the children above who have consistently displayed  
the school values this term   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

School Notices 

http://www.lambethlarder.org/emergency-food.html 

 

After school clubs will  

NOT resume in Term 3. We will  

re-assess the situation at the  

end of term.  

FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

Services for parents and carers: Information for parents and 

carers of 5-19 year olds 

Did you know you can still get help from our school nursing team 

over the Christmas holidays?  

You can send a text for advice about your child or teenager on all 

kinds of issues, like emotional health, keeping healthy, bed-

wetting, sleep, bullying, keeping safe, growing up, dental health 

or support with medical conditions in school. 

It’s available over the Christmas holidays Monday-Friday 9am-

5pm excluding bank holidays (with automatic bounce-back responses to incoming messages out 

of hours).   The text number for this is 07520 631 130 Or visit www.chathealth.nhs.uk and 

search Lambeth or Southwark to start a chat.  

http://www.lambethlarder.org/emergency-food.html
file://///lhcbpp1.lhcdom1.lrh-tr.nhs.uk/Community_Health_Services/ChatHealth%20Programme/ChatHealth%20Commercials/Implementation%20Templates/Marketing/2020_Marketing%20Toolkit/www.chathealth.nhs.uk


KEY SCHOOL DATES FOR TERM 3 

 

DATE DETAILS 

Mon 4th Jan 2021 Inset Day—School closed for Pupils 

Tue 5th Jan 2021 Children return to school 

15th January  2021 Applications for a Reception place in September 2021 

need to be completed today 

Mon 18th Jan 2021 YR4 Art workshop  

w/c Mon 18th Jan 2021 Maths Week 

Thurs 4th Feb 2021 YR3 Pedestrian training 

Fri 5th Feb 2021 KS2 Parent’s Reading Workshop –tbc 

w/c Mon 8th Feb 2021 Science Week 

Weds 10th Feb 2021 Parent’s Evening  

Thurs 11th Feb 2021 Parent’s Evening  

Weds 10th Feb 2021 Year 3 Ancient China Day 

Friday 12th Feb 2021 St Mark’s Day 

Mon 15th Feb 2021—Fri 

19th Feb 

Half term  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Reception Admissions for 2020-21 

If you have a child in Nursery, please be 

aware that it is not an automatic process to 

gain a place in Reception for September 

2021.  You will need to follow the Reception 

application process following this link  

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/  . Click 

here for more guidance   

Please speak to the school office or Headteacher if you would like 

further details.  The application deadline is 15th January 2021.  

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-school-admissions/apply-for-a-primary-school-place


 

 

 

 

 

 

Parental Feedback from the PSHE, Relationships and 

Health Education Survey—Autumn 2020 

Thank you to all the parents that contributed to the questionnaire sent out re-

questing feedback, comments and suggestions on the PSHE, Relationship and 

Health Education curriculum and policy.  Your comments were very helpful.   

Positive Comments  

 All curricular training for the growth of the person as an individual is always welcome. 

 All of these themes are important for our children's growth so that when they grow up they 

are well prepared.   

 I’m happy about this because I think it prepares children of today for the future. Things have 

changed dramatically over the  years in regards to relationships and social life so its really 

important that children get extra support to make better decisions for their future.  

 Appreciate being provided with a document detailing the scheme of work and what will be 

taught during each term.  

 It’s good to know the topics to be covered  in advance so as parents, we can either build up-

on the sessions or help by creating/ starting the conversation and build our own founda-

tions of learning before hand. 

 Really happy with the curriculum and think its great that the school is entwining everyday 

life challenges into school classrooms. Especially money management. 

 It's very helpful to have the opportunity to read about the PSHE topics; it's useful to have an 

idea of what is being covered each term and how this relates to the wider learning frame-

work across the primary years.  

 In Health Education pupils will be taught about the benefits of a healthier lifestyle what de-

termines their physical health and how to build mental resilience and wellbeing. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Parental Feedback from the PSHE, Relationships and Health Education Survey—

Autumn 2020 Continued  

Some Parental Questions   School Responses 

How many times a week are these 

sessions? 

How  do I  report any concerns that 

may have arisen from a lesson?   

PSHE lessons take place weekly for 30 to 40 minutes. 

Themes are reinforced during collective worship and other discussions  in the 

classroom. 

If you have any concerns please do report them to your child’s class teacher or to 

Mrs Eade or Mrs Moses.   

Also, is there any clarity on feed-

back on PSHE lessons, what is be-

ing taught, how information is be-

ing received. I think given the sen-

sitive nature of the topics there 

should be a stand alone parents 

evening 

 

Feedback on PSHE lessons—we gather feedback from teachers and pupils and  

adapt and develop the  curriculum where necessary. 

What is being taught?  We use lessons from The Jubilee Centre for Character and 

Virtues to teach the statutory requirements of Health and Relationship Education.   

https://www.jubileecentre.ac.uk/1844/character-education/teacher-resources/

the-character-curriculum 

With regards to the sensitive nature of the topics please do draw our attention to  

any points that might be discussed at home, in relation to what has been taught 

at school,  which you feel we need to be aware of.    

How will pupil progress be meas-

ured against the desired learning 

outcomes?  

We are in the process of developing a assessment framework to measure pro-

gress. The reflection activities in lessons and children’s response to the discussion 

points and moral dilemmas demonstrate their understanding as do their actions 

How you will address topics of 

same-sex parent households in ac-

cordance with Scripture. 

From the PSHE, Relationship and Health Policy: 

The Character Education is unique because it uses character as a lens 

through which to explore issues like friendships, communities and different 

types of families.    As a Church of England School we endeavour to develop 

children’s appreciation of the Christian union of marriage and family as the 

gold standard; nevertheless it is statutory requirement that children are 

informed about different types of family units that exist and that are legally 

recognised in society.   

At St Mark’s we choose the Character Education route as it most in line 

“Learning about different families” 

what is the content and the struc-

ture of how this would be taught. 

 

Will the school provide or make 

available to parents more detailed 

lesson plans on how exactly ses-

sions will be taught and what re-

sources will used especially in the 

area of sex education? 

Yes, the Sex Education policy and content of what will be taught will be 

sent out before Term 6.   

Some aspect of what is covered in Sex education is also covered in the 

Science Curriculum, i.e. puberty,  and this is statutory. 

What can parents do if they are not 

happy or feel comfortable with 

things being taught to their child, 

since the option to opt-out is not 

available, how does the school plan 

Relationship and Health Education is statutory but you have the option to 

opt out of Sex Education—the aspects which are not in the Science curricu-

lum.  If you don’t feel comfortable with content in the relationship and 

Health education please speak to  your child’s class teacher or Mrs Eade.   



ST MARK’S TREES 

Juniper Tree 
 There are between 50-70 species of juniper. 

 Juniper’s are coniferous plants, meaning they bear cones 
and have evergreen leaves.  

 They grow in the Northern hemisphere. 

 Some Juniper’s are very small bushes and others are very 
tall trees, growing up to 40 meters high! 

 The juniper seeds are often used in cooking.  

“And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel 
touched him, and said unto him arise and eat.”  

1 Kings 19:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        


