
 

 

 

 

 

The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter 
5th March 2021 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge 

to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ Unique and Valued by God 

Dear Parents, Carers, Children, Staff and Governors,  

We are very much looking forward to the children returning to school on Monday (8th March 2021).   The 

whole school community should feel very proud about the way in which we have responded during this re-

cent lockdown.  Teachers have set excellent work each week, support staff have taught children within 

school, children have fully engaged with their online work and parents have managed to support their chil-

dren’s education, whilst balancing many other things.  Thank you all very much!  

We hope that you have had the opportunity to read through the information letter that was sent to you at 

the beginning of the week. This will answer many of your questions and update you on a number of areas 

related to the child’s return to school.  This is also available on our school website or by clicking here 

Summary of the details for start and finish times  

To help us to maintain a safe and orderly environment, we would ask you to please: 

 Wear a face mask on the school premises 

 Avoid arriving too early or too late to school. Keep to staggered times  

 Do not wait for children in the school playground at the end of the day 

 Continue to use the one way system 

 Remove children's masks before they enter school  

 Communicate with teachers via email, phone or arrange a time to meet them      

  Leave the school site and the areas around the school as soon as possible to avoid a 

backlog 

 Maintain social distancing whilst waiting to enter and leave the school  

  Do not bring accompanying secondary school children onsite or send secondary school 

children to collect younger children if they are meant to be self isolating 

 Do not  enter the school site if you or family members are showing any of the Covid 

symptoms 

Year Group Start Time and Entry Gate 

  
Finish Time and Collection 

Point 
Nursery (EYFS) 8.45am  main gate 3.20pm through main gate and 

collect from the Nursery gate 

Reception (EYFS) 8.45am  main gate 3.20pm through main gate and 
collect from the Blue Reception 

Gate 

Year 1 and Year 2 (KS 1) 8.45am  main gate 3.20pm from the class line 

  

Years 3-6 (Key Stage 2) 8.55am  main gate 3.30pm from the class line 

https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/docs/Letters_to_parents/Return_to_school_details_Letter_for_8th_March_2021.pdf


 

 

 
Latest Updates 

  

   School Uniform 

Please make sure that children come to school in full school.  Please make sure they wear shoes and 
not black trainers, which are not school uniform.   

PE kit 

Children can wear their  trainers and PE kits to school only on their PE days. Please remember that chil-
dren are expected to wear Navy or black jogging bottoms or blue shorts, a white t-shirt and their school 
jumper to school.  Items should be without writing and logos.  Please also avoid just leggings for girls.   

 

 

 

 

School Uniform orders can be make following this link from our website:                                                                        
https://www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/stmarksceprimaryschoolse115sl  

The  School Recovery Curriculum  
On our return to school we will continue to provide children with a broad and engaging curriculum at St 

Mark's. We want to ensure that our curriculum provides children with the knowledge and skills to suc-

ceed.  We are also conscious that there will be gaps in the children’s knowledge and understanding and 

will use the next few weeks to review and recap on previously taught subject matters and objectives to 

help children to consolidate their learning. 

KEY SCHOOL DATES FOR SPRING TERM 

DATE DETAILS 

Monday 8th March 2021 All pupils return to school  

Monday 8th March 2021 Science Week– Science activities taking place on Monday  and 

Thursday 18th March 2021 Virtual Parent workshop on PSHE and local road and air safety  

Friday 19th March 2021 Red Nose Day—dress in red and brings some  jokes in to share/

stand up competition and bring in £1 for Comic Relief 

Monday 29th March 2021 RE Week  

Wednesday 31st March 2021 End of Term 4—last day of term  ( Usual finish time) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Reminders 

 

 

Our new catering provider, ISS Catering  will continue to provide  our school dinners from this term  

                                    School Meals  cost £2.50 per day or £12.50 per week. 

Please pay on ParentPay in advance to keep your dinner account in credit and prevent reminders 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS  

Families on a low income or in receipt of certain benefits may be 
entitled to free school meals. 

We actively encourage  families to apply for free school meals, as 
this will ensure that your child not only receives a free meal but 
also grants additional support within school through the Pupil Pre-
mium funding. 

To apply please click here and return the completed form to the 
office or obtain a form from the office.  

The School Office is 

currently closed to 

parents 

Contact with the 

office can be made via 

phone (0207 735 

1467—option 3) or by email admin@st-

markscofe.lambeth.sch.uk    

If you require assistance whilst at school 

please press the intercom at the gate and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Thank you for you understanding! 

We hope to resume our After School Club offers after the 

Easter holidays.  We would like your feedback about wheth-

er you intend to use the clubs on offer.  If there is not 

enough interest after school clubs will not be financially via-

ble and we may need to reconsider restarting them. 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club is available from 8am 

every day for £2.50 per child per day 

(£12.50 per 

week). 

Please contact 

the office for an 

application form  

If your child wishes to bring a 

PACKED LUNCH to school, 

please ensure the office are 

informed and that it is Healthy. Click here for 

details 

https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/docs/Free_school_meals_and_pupil_premium_registration_formv2.doc
https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/docs/Packed-Lunch_Policy_2018.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latest Updates 

Secondary School Places for Year 6 

Well done  to our Year 6 pupils and their families who found 

out their secondary schools for September 2021 on Monday 

1st March 2021.  All of our children have been offered a sec-

ondary school place and many of our children have received 

their first or second choice of secondary school. 

The most popular schools were St Gabriel’s College (5); Lilian 

Baylis (5); Oasis Academy (4); Pimlico (2) and La Retraite  (2), 

and Archbishop Tenison’s (2) .  Children also secured places at 

Globe Academy, Wallington Grammar, Platanos College , Enfield 

Country School and Harris Morden. Please accept all offers. 

Nursery Admissions 2021 
We have started to process our Nursery admissions for September 2021.  
Since its opening in 2017, the St Mark’s Nursery has proven to be very pop-
ular within the local area and we already have a large number of applica-
tions for this year. We offer 30 hours of free Nursery school provision 
within a Christian ethos.  Many  parents who have children already at the 
school have already applied, but there may be others who have not yet sub-

mitted an application.  If you already have children in the school 
or know any children who is 3 years old or will be before either 
September 2021 or January 2021, please complete and submit 
an application form as soon as possible.  We do not want you to 
miss out on a full-time Nursery place. 
An application form can be obtained from the school office or is 

available from our school website. Click here  

     Ground-Breaking Clean Air Project launching at St Mark’s Primary 

Our school has been selected to take part in the Lambeth Schools Air Quality Project, funded by the 
Guy’s and St Thomas’s Charitable Trust. The aim of the project is to 
reduce air pollution in and around the school – and to create a health-
ier, green and happier environment for everyone. The project is being 
delivered by Global Action Plan, Arup and the Global Centre for 
Clean Air Research at the University of Surrey. Global Action Plan will 
be working with us to agree and deliver a range of activities over this 
year to support these efforts. 

 How can we get involved? 

Quick Survey: We are asking all parents/guardians to complete a sur-
vey linked to air pollution – we will ask you to complete this again lat-
er in the year once we have completed our clean air projects at the 
school. Students will also be completing a similar survey to capture what they think about air pollution 
and to hear their ideas for the project. Parent Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
LambethParentSurvey.  

You will be able to share your views during the online coffee morning on Thursday 11th March at 9.30am 

https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/docs/Updated_application_form_Mar_17.docx
https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/redir.aspx?REF=BXBA_pG7oMQFRLypRKOA-1aPwMY7-jrqS9ZgaS6OZX-mwYwau9_YCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdXJ2ZXltb25rZXkuY28udWsvci9MYW1iZXRoUGFyZW50U3VydmV5
https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/redir.aspx?REF=BXBA_pG7oMQFRLypRKOA-1aPwMY7-jrqS9ZgaS6OZX-mwYwau9_YCAFodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdXJ2ZXltb25rZXkuY28udWsvci9MYW1iZXRoUGFyZW50U3VydmV5


          
 

 

The Schools Vision, Mission and Values  

School’s Vision Statement  
Our School Vision Statement remains as relevant as ever. We  want our children to be: life 
long learners, individuals who possess core skills and knowledge and shaped by Christian 

values.  
 

St Mark’s… a school  

 Where children develop the passion to learn;  
the skills and knowledge to succeed;   

and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse  
society’  

School Values 
Our school values are based upon the teachings from the Bible and the example of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. We will look to promote them throughout our school rules, the school curriculum, 
PSHE and during Collective Worship. They are important in informing us about how we should 
live and treat others. We will learn about lots of different values, but our main school values 

spell out CHART 
 
 

COMPASSION—LOVE  AND KINDESS IN ACTION 
HARD WORK—DOING THE BEST YOU CAN 

ACCOUNTABILITY—TAKING RESPONSIBILITY 
RESPECT– TREATING OTHERS AS YOU WANT TO BE TREATED 

TRUST— DEPENDING UPON GOD 

Skills for life 
We will be committed to helping children to develop a range of  skills that 

they will need throughout life during their time at St Mark’s.   

•Communication skills—including tone, body language, eye contact etc;  
• following instructions  • listening to and responding to advice 

• expressing views and opinions; • negotiating 
• responding to setbacks • problem solving 
• reading, writing and maths skills 

 social skills and team work, 
•interpreting information 
• justifying and debating 
• resolving incidents  

• debating 



Latest Updates 
There are so many rumours and questions around the Covid 19 vaccinations and in some cases it is preventing people from 

some communities from taking up the opportunity to be vaccinated. On Wednesday, I was part of a large number of Headteach-

er's who were addressed by Di Aitkin, a black Lambeth based GP who answered many of the questions that people raise for 

whey they are unwilling to take the vaccine.  Some are addressed in this publication, others are below. 

 Does the Covid jab affect fertility? There is no evidence that it affects fertility 

 Does the Covid Jab contain cells from aborted fetuses? No 

 I feel that it has been developed too quickly—The process for vaccination has followed the usual rigorous 

regulations and trials for vaccine development. Financial donors , additional financial resources and the 

easy recruitments of volunteers has also helped to speed up the process 

 For excellent guidance about Covid vaccinations and pregnancy, see: https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/

guidelines-research-services/coronavirus-covid-19-pregnancy-and-womens-health/covid-19-vaccines-and-

pregnancy/covid-19-vaccines-pregnancy-and-breastfeeding/   



 

 

Well Done to all those at home and at school who dressed up as a book charac-

ter on world book day and a special well done to our costume winners 

Cedar Class—Joseph; Ebony Class– Zayn & Lewi; Juniper Class– John, Amelia & 

Ana Clara; Oak class –Joshua , Alejandro & Destiny; Olive Class—Aquinnah, Erica 

& Nehemiah; Palm Class—Holly, Freya, Ellie May & Hamza; Sycamore Class—

Shary, Lacara & Esther and Willow Class—Maja, Faith & Jeromah  

WORLD BOOK DAY 



    Children at St Mark’s are rewarded for displaying the school values of:   

     Effort and Hard Work  

     Kindness and Compassion  

     Joy and Positively  

     Self-Control and Collaboration  

     Accountability and Leadership  

  

Lanyards 

As a reward for displaying the school values , children will receive a lanyard to wear  

throughout the day.  These lanyards will not be taken home however a card recognising that they  

have achieved a lanyard will be sent home.   

 

When children receive 10 lanyards they will be awarded with a bronze badge ,  

20 lanyards a silver badge and 30 lanyards a gold badge . 

 

 

 

 

 

     

        The staff will choose an overall winner each category and these children will be  awarded  

         with a Star of the Week certificate.       

 

End of term certificates  

     At the end of each term,  pupils are rewarded for excelling at displaying St Markõs values of:   

     Joy and Positivity , Accountability and Leadership , Self-control and Collaboration, Effort  

    and Hard Work and Kindness and Compassion.  

     These children will receive a certificate at a celebration assembly on the last day of term. 

 

Pebble jar  

As a whole class reward, each class has a pebble jar which they aim to fill throughout the term.  

Once the jar has been filled, the class can decide on their whole class reward.  This encourages  

whole class cohesion and working as a team.   

Children had the opportunity to collect pebbles during lockdown.   

Recognition of Positive Behaviour  

10 Lanyards = Bronze Badge  20 Lanyard = Silver Badge  
 

 
30 Lanyard = Gold  Badge  



                       VALUE OF THE WEEK 

 Flourishing Families     

                              BIBLE VERSE 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temp-

tation, but deliver us from evil.'"  Matthew 6:9 

Fantastic Engagement every week since being in lockdown.   

Cedar Class Ahmed  Esme Brenda    

Ebony Class Cerrone Eliakim Sammy Sofia Betty 

 

Lanyard winners for this week from EYFS 

Virtual PSHE Coffee Morning  

Personal , Social , Health and Economic           

Education  

(Including information on the statutory Health and Relation-

ship Education) plus  

Thursday 18th March  at 9:30 am via Google Meet  
 

Global Action Plan will also take your feedback during this meeting about 

changes that you would like to see around the school to improve air and 

traffic congestion  

 

            Please do join us!  

 

Attendance Expectations 

‘We are delighted to be welcoming your child 

back to our schools, where attendance is compul-

sory from the 8th March. All schools have taken 

extra measures to be safe and are the best place 

for children to develop safely, so please make 

sure your child understands the safety measures 

and ideally walks, cycles or scoots to school 

Lambeth Council , February 2021 


