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Dear Parents, Carers, Children, Staff and Governors,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We say a big thank you and goodbye to our Premises Officer Esteban Murillo , who will be leaving us today 
for new pastures.  We thank Esteban for his fantastic work across the school for many years. 

 

Please download our new school app (see page 6) for more details.   

 

The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter 
10th November 2023 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge 

to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ 
Unique and Valued by God 

            VALUE OF THE WEEK 

Flourishing as Individu-

als—Controlling our emotions 
  

BIBLE  VERSE 

“Grow in grace in the knowledge of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3.18 

 
  ATTENDANCE &  

PUNCTUALITY 

Nursery -  66.85% 
Reception - 78.29% 
Y1 - 93.75% 
Y2 - 97.86% 
Y3 - 94.5% 
Y4 - 97.14% 
Y5 - 87.36% 
Y6 - 92.86% 
Whole School—  89.47% 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dear pupils , parents and  

colleagues.  I just want to say 

thank you for everything from 

the bottom of my heart. It has 

been a pleasure to work with 

you all and I will not forget 

you.”  
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What is happening at St Mark’s 

     ONLINE SAFETY WORKSHOP FOR  

PARENTS & YEAR 6 STUDENTS 

Local police officers gave Year 6 an informative talk about 
keeping safe online. Topics discussed included keeping per-
sonal details private and the responsibility of parents in this 
matter. Did you know that parents are legally required to 
know their children's passwords?!  
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Early Years at St Mark’s 
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What is happening at St Mark’s 
 JUNIPER CLASS 

Year 1 have been exploring the 

artist Henri Matisse, creating cut 

outs and understanding how he 

created simple collages. 

    Year 4 Palm Class  
On Thursday 2nd November, Palm Class 
visited the Ritzy cinema in Brixton to see a 
performance by the Brixton Chamber      
Orchestra who performed a programme of 
comedy silent movies with varied orchestral 
soundtracks.  
 
The orchestra focussed on films made by 
British film-makers from the 1910’s and 

1920’s, screening some with their original scores, some with new 
commissions, and others with soundtracks improvised by members of BCO. They were joined by a live           
narrator who provided commentary and character voices.  
The children had a wonderful time and much laughter was had by all. 

PROMOTING HEALTHY EATING AT ST MARK’S 

 
Thank you Ms Sahar 

for the delicious veg-

etables meal cooked 

with Year 4. Who 

said that veggies are 

boring? 
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What is happening at St Mark’s 

 

 

OLIVE CLASS 

As part of their term topic in Year 3, a number of children created their own model volcanoes for home-

work. Here are some pictures of the class using baking soda and white vinegar to create an eruption in 

Malachi's volcano model.  

DURNING LIBRARY VISITS  

During this term, children from all year groups will be visiting 

our local library to  borrow books for them to read at home.  A 

number of parent volunteers supported us on the walk down 

to the library and we are grateful.  If your child’s class are yet 

to visit, speak to the class teacher to get involved. 

7 Benefits of Reading 
to Children 

Whether you’re reading a 
classic novel or fairy tales 
before bed, reading aloud to 
children can significantly 
benefit your child’s life. 
Some benefits reading to 
children include: 

• Supported cognitive develop-
ment 
• Improved language skills 
• Preparation for academic suc-
cess 
• Developing a special bond 
with your child 
• Increased concentration and 
discipline 
• Improved imagination and 
creativity 
Cultivating a lifelong love of read-

ing 
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Launching St Mark’s School Mobile App 

We are pleased to announce that we are launching St Mark’s School 

Mobile App.  

We hope this will enable facilitate communication with Parents.  

Among the great futures of the Mobile App:   

• To easily report child’s absence 

• To have direct access to letters  

• To receive push notifications 

• Key information, e.g. term dates, galleries, newsletters, calendar and contact 

You can download it directly from our school website. 

https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/St-Mark-s-C-of-E-Primary-School-Mobile-App/  

https://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk/St-Mark-s-C-of-E-Primary-School-Mobile-App/
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Launching St Mark’s School Mobile App 
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Notices & School Events  

The excellent Year 6 Music Concert 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
If you have a prayer 

request, post it in our 
prayer box on the ta-
ble in the reception 

area or come along to 
pray with others every 
Friday morning after 

drop-off. 

Next w/c it is Anti-Bullying week. Monday is Odd 

Socks Day and children can ear odd socks to share 

that every one is unique.  Click here to access a 

Pack for parents with  

useful information:  

Applying for a Re-

ception Place Sep-

tember 2024 

Now is the time to apply for your child’s primary 

school place if your child has been born between 

1st September 2019 and  

31th August 2020. 

Please do not assume that pupils will automatically 

move from Nursery to Reception.  You will need to 

apply online via your home borough and follow the 

instructions on the link to the Pan-London online 

Common Application Form (CAF) https://

www.eadmissions.org.uk/  

You MUST apply by Monday 15th January 2024.  If 

you apply after this date the likelihood of gaining a 

place at your preferred school may be significantly 

re-

file:///V:/Letters to Parents - All/Notices for Parents/Anti-Bullying_Week_2023_-_Parent_Pack_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
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St Mark’s Diary Dates Autumn Term  
Wednesday 8

th
  Novem-

ber 2023 

Year 2 visit to Durning Library 2pm 

w/c Monday  13th Novem-

ber  2023 

Anti-bullying Week  

w/c Monday  13th Novem-

ber  2023 
YR5 Durning Library 2pm 

Wednesday 15
th
 Novem-

ber 2023 

Nursery and Reception Stay and Play 9.00-9.45am 

Wednesday 15
th
 November 

2023 
Action Tutoring for Year 6 Pupils 8.30 

Wednesday 15
th
 November 

2023 
YR 3 Visit Durning Library 2pm 

Thursday 16
th
 November 

2023 
Kings Maths Masterclass (6 children from YR5) 1.45 – 3pm 

Thursday 16
th
 November SEN Coffee Morning 9-10am Led by Mrs Natasha and Ms 

Roye 

Monday 20th November 2023 YR6 Durning Library 2pm 

Wednesday 22nd November 
2023 

Action tutoring 8.30 

Wednesday 22nd November 
2023 

YR4 Visit Durning Library 2.0pm 

Thursday 23rd November 
2023 

Kings Maths Masterclass 
(6 children from YR5) 

1.45 – 3pm 

Thursday 23RD November 
2023 

YR Rec & YR6 Height and Weight 9.30am 

Friday 24th November 2023 Reception Eye test 11 am 

MONDAY 27TH November 
2023 

YR5 & 6 Lambeth Bus Day 12.30 – 2.30 

Tuesday 28th November 2023 Fire Brigade speaking to Year 2 Oak and Year 5 Syca-
more Classes 

From 9.15 am 

Wednesday 29th November 
2023 

Action Tutoring for Year 6 Pupils 8.30 – 9.30 

Wednesday 29th November 
2023 

Year 2 School Trip to Science Museum  

Thursday 30th November 
2023 

Kings Maths Masterclass (6 children from YR5) 1.45 – 3pm 

Monday 4th December 2023 Year 5 Sycamore Class final swimming session 
  

  

Tuesday 5th December 2023 EYFS Nativity 
  

2.30pm 

Wednesday 6th Dec Action Tutoring for Year 6 pupils 8.30 – 9.30 
  

Wednesday 6th Dec Year 5 and 6 Music Concert 2.55pm Start in the hall 

Thursday 7th December 2023 YR6 Junior Citizens trip – Clapham Fire Station 9am 

Thursday 7th December 2023 YR 3 – 4 Music Concert 2.55 pm in the hall 

Friday 8th December 2023 Christmas Jumper Day £1 donation for save the children 

Friday 8th December 2023 St Mark’s Christmas Market 3.30-4.15pm 

Tuesday 12th  December 2023 Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity Held in the school hall for parents at 
2.30pm 

Tuesday 12th  December 2023 Year 6 – School trip to the Garden Museum 10 am to 1.30 pm 

Wednesday 13th December 
2023 

St Marks singing carols at the Oval Tube station 8.50 – 9.30am 
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St Mark’s Diary Dates Autumn Term (continue) 

 

Join the St. Mark’s Family  

 One Nursery space and Reception Spaces available 

If you are interested in a free, full-time Nursery or Reception Class place  

or to find out more about the school, please contact us to arrange 

 an informal tour of the school. 

St Mark’s C of E Primary School is located on the Oval/Kennington 

 borders (just behind the Oval cricket ground).  

We are a friendly, family-based school that provides our pupils  

with a rigorous, yet inspirational, all-round education.  We aim to challenge  

and engage all pupils during their learning journeys at St Mark’s and prepare  

them for their lives beyond the school.  

Our size, alongside our strong Christian ethos, also enables  

us to place an equal emphasis on nurturing each individual child’s growth,  

development and character. 

Phone: 020 7735 1467 

Email: admin@st-markscofe.lambeth.sch.uk 

Web:  www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk 

Twitter: @StMarks_Lambeth 

Address: Harleyford Road, Oval, London, SE115SL  

Wednesday 13th December 
2023 

Action Tutoring for Year 6 pupils 8.30 – 9.30 

Thursday 14th  December 
2023 

St Mark’s Carol Service 9.30am 
Held at St Mark’s Church 

Led by Key Stage 2. All are welcome 

Thursday 14th  December 
2023 

Whole school Pantomime 2pm start in the hall 

Friday 15th December 2023 School Christmas Lunch  

Thursday 21st December 
2023 

Last day of Autumn term School ends at usual time 

Monday 8th January 2024 First day of Spring Term 3 In the line at five to nine! 

http://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk
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FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER 

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

If your child is packed lunch and would like to have Christmas lunch on  

Friday 15th December you must let the school office know  

by Monday 13th November.  
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Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London   

Please look at the organisations’ websites to double check 

 times and arrangements  

National Maritime Museum – Diwali Festival – Shine Your Light - FREE 

Saturday 11
th
 November, 11.30am – 5pm, free, drop in 

Maritime Museum, Romney Rd, Greenwich, London SE10 9NF 

Tube: North Greenwich, DLR: Cutty Sark, Trains: Greenwich & Maze Hill 

Join us for a fantastic family-friendly celebration of Diwali and the Festival of Lights, featuring free live performances, 

workshops, talks, a lantern parade and more. We've once again teamed up with Mehala Ford, founder of south Asian arts collec-

tive COMMONGROUND&, to curate this year's celebrations. All events on the day are free. You can book Museum tickets in 

advance to guarantee entry, or simply turn up and join in. See website for details www.rmg.co.uk/whats-on/national-maritime-

museum/discover-sundays 
 

Horniman Museum – Family Craft Saturday – FREE 
Saturday 11

th
 November 2pm – 4pm - drop in, last entry 3.30pm    

Education Centre, Horniman Museum, 100 London Rd, Forest Hill, SE23 3PQ 

On 11 November paint recycled fabric with tea, to celebrate our new exhibition 茶, चाय, Tea (Cha, Chai, Tea). 

www.horniman.ac.uk/event/saturday-craft-afternoons 

 

British Museum – Impossible Images - FREE 

Saturday 11
th
 November, 10.00am – 4.00pm, suitable for ages 5+ 

The British Museum, Great Russell Street, WC1B 3DG. Tubes: Tottenham Court Rd, Holborn, Russell Sq, Goodge St  

Come to the Museum and create a family photo with a little green screen magic in this free, drop-in event. You've proba-

bly never taken a photo quite like this! Choose a topic from ancient Egypt, Japan, ancient Greece or Persia and develop your pho-

to editing skills. Use our green screen to produce a picture of your family interacting with fascinating ancient objects from across 

the world. You're advised to book a free, timed ticket to enter the Museum. The Main entrance is on Great Russell Street. Your 

ticket allows you to explore the permanent collection afterwards.  

https://www.britishmuseum.org/events/impossible-images 
 

Barbican Centre – Squish Space - FREE 

Saturday 11
th
 & Sunday 12

th
 November, 10.30am – 3.30pm – for under 5’s & families  

Level G Studio, Barbican Centre, Silk Street, EC2Y 8DS – Tube: Barbican / Moorgate 

Squish Space, our free creative play space for under 5s and their families, open on selected days. Using a variety of materials 

and tactile objects, Squish Space is a place to spin, jump, hide, touch and explore. Advance booking is essential:  www.barbican.org.uk/

whats-on/2023/event/squish-space 

 

V&A Museum – Celebrating Windrush: Tracing a Living Legacy FREE  

Exhibition open every day until Sunday 31
st
 December, 10am – 5.30pm 

V& A Museum South Kensington, Cromwell Rd SW7 2RP – Nearest tube: South Kensington / Gloucester Rd 

This display has been created with a collective of young people of Caribbean heritage who have chosen timeline moments, 

added their own reflections and added key locations in the UK. Dive into the intergenerational stories of Windrush generation 

and their descendants and explore the waves they have made across British history and culture. We invite you to share your own 

memories and experiences from past and present to add to the collection to celebrate the Windrush generation’s continued lega-

cy.  

https://www.vam.ac.uk/event/Rawd1mJ9Vrr/celebrating-windrush-tracing-a-living-legacy 

Rachel Thomas, Windmill Cluster (rthomas@sudbourne.com)  

https://www.commongroundand.com/
https://tickets.rmg.co.uk/webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=RMG&c=NMMADM&_ga=2.236990336.1442024144.1695897702-395533865.1695897702
https://tickets.rmg.co.uk/webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=RMG&c=NMMADM&_ga=2.236990336.1442024144.1695897702-395533865.1695897702
https://www.horniman.ac.uk/event/cha-chai-tea/
https://ticketing.britishmuseum.org/events?k=general%20admission
mailto:rthomas@sudbourne.com


 

13 

 Term Dates for 2023-24 

Please find the term dates for the academic year. Please avoid taking holidays during 

term time as it can impact on children’s progress. 
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