The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter
11th November 2022

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills and knowledge to
succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’

Unique and Valued by God

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a busy week at St Mark’s this week. Girls in Sycamore and Willow Class represented the school
in a Lambeth wide football tournament and children in Ebony, Juniper and Sycamore Classes visited out local
Library—Durning Library. They kindly allowed us to borrow books. Next week, Juniper Class and Olive Class
are out on trips linked to their termly topics and other classes will be taking a trip to the library.

Termly bulletins

By now you should have received your class termly bulletin which outlines what your child will be learning
this term. These are also available from our school website. Please continue to support them at home.

Parental engagement

It has been great to see so many parents at recent events positively engaging with workshops led by the
school. Please also see the rest of the newsletter for ways in which you can continue to get involved in
events. If you would like to regularly volunteer within the school, please make contact with our office manag-
er Amina Gromilic, who will give you our volunteer policy and a form to complete.

Year 2 Oak Class Parents evening

A big thank you to parents in Oak Class who participated in the parents’ evening slots last week. If for some
reason you were not able to, please speak to Mrs Cernuda as soon as possible to arrange a time when you can
meet with her to find out about your child’s academic progress so far this year

Diary Dates
There are a lot of things planned for the rest of the Autumn Term, so please keep a note of the diary dates so
you don’t miss anything that is planned. Thank you for your continued support for the school.

Outdoor Learning with Urban
Canopy

New Audio Equipment

We have spent some of the money
& | raised from the summer fair on a

||| new portable sound system and we
\| are also in the process of upgrading
the audio equipment in the school

Every Tuesday children across
EYFS and KS 1 work with our
school gardeners in our out-

door classroom area. hall.
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What’s been happening at St Mark’s?

Ask Questions

VISITS TO DURNING LIBRARY

Before the end of the term all classes will have made a visit to Durning library, our local li-
brary. They will be able to borrow books and increase their interest in reading. Please see

below some tips to help your child with reading.

Reread your child’s favourite stories as
many times as
your child wants
to hear them.
Choose  books
and authors that
your child enjoys.

To help your child develop their
vocabulary, talk to your child as much as
possible about what you are doing. Ask
them about their day. What have they
been doing? What was their favourite
thing? What games did you play today?

Sit close together and get comfy! You
could encourage your child to hold the
book themselves and turn the pages.
Use funny voices, puppets or props to
bring the story alive.

u_‘

Ask questions when you are reading

together, such as ‘What can you see on
this page?, ‘How
do you think the
characters feel?’
and ‘What is the
story about?’

Storytelling Tin

Look at the pictures and talk about
them. For example, ‘Can
you find a bird or a cat?, (",w
‘What else can you see?”, X N
‘What are the children &G
playing? Have you played ;\;%

that before? OA ‘

Visit the local library together. It is fun

choosing new books to read. Keep an eye
out for special
story events at
the library or
local bookshops
that you can join
in with.

Make a storytelling tin. Collect together
a group of objects with a story theme.
Open the tin and explore the objects
inside. Your child can
choose a character,
talk about where
the story will be and
think about what
might happen. Have
fun making up a story
with the objects from
the tin.

&

Story Sacks

Encourage

A story sack is a great way to get your
child talking about a story. They are bags
that contain the story itself, alongside
a variety of items linked to the story.
It could be the story CD, a related non-
fiction book, puppets, models or objects
that are in the story and a related activity.

Encourage family and friends to share
books with your child. The more your
child sees you and others reading, the
more they will want to read too.




Parents Workshops at St Mark’s

How can you
support your
child’s
understanding?

special Time

Keep your home language alive!

WHAT DOES PHONICS LOOK LIKE IN SCHOOL?

Daily focused phonics sessions (Around 30minutes)
(Reception and Year One)
Books that match reading sent home (phonetically plausible)

Last Thursday Miss Lovegrove,
our Reception class teacher,

Reading in class with an adult every week

gave us a very practical

w0l

Applying skills and sounds in writing

session about Phonics. It was

EYFS- A new sound daily, practice and revise on a Friday

\ Year One- New sound each day, words and tricky words
‘1_ sent home to practice

very well attended.

/mmshop m

Phonics 4
Vi

Speech and language Coffee morning session

On Wednesday 2nd November the Speech and Language Therapist
at St Mark’s lead a workshop for parents. In this session, Parents got
an insight into: what a Speech and Language Therapist does, how
they can support their child’s language development and under-

oO standing and were equipped with some tips for playing with their
9 velina Guy's and St Thomas' 77 - Q
Sobngm  enemm - children. Thank you to all parents who attended the session.

Thank you to
all parents
that attended
the workshop.

R0AD TO READING

A. Phonemic Awareness
P. Phonics
C. Flvency (Avtomatic Recognition)
D. Vocabulary (Limitlessl)

E. Comprehension




Children across the school used the
Remembrance Day as a reminder
of the wars in the past, but also of
the importance of being peace
makers. Cedar Class made poppy
cakes, Oak Class made their own
poppies; Olive Class planted their
own created poppies and the whole
school held a two minute silence at
1lamon 11/11/22.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY




Anti-bullying week w/c 14th November 2022

Monday 14th November will be the first day of
Anti-bullying week. We will start with Odd
Socks Day, where children can wear their odd-
est pair of socks to stand up against bullying.

odd
Q¥ day

The Theme for this year is Reach Out.

During the course of next week children will
be doing lessons about kindness and anti-
bullying. They will also be creating anti-
bullying posters to be displayed around the
school.

Watch on Monday 14 Movember https:
- - s://www.bbc.co.uk
at 1am on BBC Teach at the link ps:// [

below or watch on CBBC as part of teach/live-lessons/anti-
the Bitesize Learning Zone. CBBC's bullying-week-2022-live-
Bitesize Learning Zone. lesson/zpw6nk7

Sharing a smile I

ouT

#ANTIBULLYINGWEEK

Asking ‘are you OK?'
If we challenge
it, we can

Inviting someone to join in a game at break time, h it A d .
especially if you notice they have no one to play with Change It. Ana it

starts by reach-

Offering to help someone in a maths lesson if INg out.
you notice they are finding something difficult

Together, let’s

be the change
Pass on a compliment - tell someone something
you like about them we want to

see.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/anti-bullying-week-2022-live-lesson/zpw6nk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/anti-bullying-week-2022-live-lesson/zpw6nk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/anti-bullying-week-2022-live-lesson/zpw6nk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/anti-bullying-week-2022-live-lesson/zpw6nk7

St Mark's CE Primary School
PARENT/CARER GOVERNORS NEEDED (Voluntary)

As the term of our current parent governors is due to finish, we are looking for two St Mark's Parent/
Carers to work with our governing body to provide confident and strategic leadership, creating robust
accountability, oversight and assurance for the school's educational and financial performance.

St Mark's Governing body is passionate about education and committed to continuous school
improvement to ensure the best possible outcomes for our pupils.

BENEFITS OF BECOMING A PARENT GOVERNOR

School governance allows you to develop your skills, both personally and professionally, as well as supporting our

school you can also add the following skills and experience to your CV:

e Strategic planning

e Chairing meetings

e Holding senior leaders to account

e Finance, and maintaining oversight of budgets

e Human resources and performance management
® Appointing staff

e Marketing

e Communication and team work

e Decision making

In addition, you'll get to see things from the school's perspective and see how the school is managed. You will gain
an in-depth understanding of how decisions are made and the pressures on school leaders, while playing an inte-
gral part in deciding what happens.

RESPONSABILITIES AND DUTIES OF A PARENT GOVERNOR

We are looking for a committed St Mark's parent/carer governor who can: Commit to the Governing Body for 4
years—there are 4 evening meetings - 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm and 3 daytime meetings per year:

e cope with the pressures from other parents to bring up certain issues
e demonstrate excellent inter-personal skills, curiosity, and a willingness to learn and develop new sills
e maintain confidentiality

NOMINATIONS

You can nominate yourself via this link here https://forms.gle/758DSs4XiXt3qpRS8

The closing date for nominations is Friday 25th November at 12:00 pm. Nominations received after this
time will not be taken into consideration. Please send any nomination/election queries to recruitment@st-
markscofe.lambeth.sch.uk




School Diary Dates Term 2

w/c Monday 14™ November
2022

Anti-bullying week

Monday 14™ November 2022

Year 3 Olive Class siting the Aquarium

Leaving at 12.15

Wednesday 16" November Year 3 Olive Class Durning Library 2.15-3.00
2022

Wednesday 16" November Early years stay and play for parents 9.00-9.45
2022

Thursday 17" November 2022 Year 6 Willow Class Durning Library 2.15-3.00

1.15-2.15

Thursday 17" November 2022

Year 5 Sycamore Class Action Break Silence

Thursday 17" November 2022

Year 1 Trip - Sightseeing to see London land-
marks

9.30am to 1.45pm

Tuesday 22™ November 2022

Flu vaccines Yr Rec—Yr 6

9.00

Wednesday 23" November
2022

Coffee morning led by Options for change and
Natasha

Friday 25th November 2022

Parent and Staff football and breakfast

9.00am

Wednesday 30™ November 2022

Years 5 & 6 Music Concert

2.50 pm School hall

Tuesday 6™ December 2022

EYFS Nativity—Nursery and Reception

Held in the school hall for parents at
2.30pm

Monday 5" December 2022

Year 5 Sycamore Class final swimming session

Wednesday 7" December 2022

Parents Coffee Morning — run by Options for
Change

9.00

Thursday 8th December 2022

School Christmas lunch

Details to be sent out

Thursday 8th December 2022

YR 3 — 4 Music Concert

2.55 pm

Friday 9™ December 2022

Christmas Jumper Day

£1 donation for save the children

Friday 9" December 2022

St Mark’s Christmas Market

From 3.30-4.15pm

Tuesday 13" December 2022

Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity

Held in the school hall for parents at
2.30pm

Wednesday 14" December 2022

St Marks singing carols at the Oval station

8.50 —9.30am

Wednesday 14" December 2022

Nursery Cedar Class visiting Battersea Arts
Centre

Thursday 15" December 2022

St Mark’s Carol Service 9.20am
Held at St Mark’s Church

Led by Key Stage 2. All are welcome

Thursday 15" December 2022

Whole school Pantomime

2pm start in the hall

Friday 16™ December 2022

Half Inset Day

School finishes at 1.30 pm

Tuesday 3" January 2023

Inset Day

Wednesday 4™ January 2023

Term 3 Begins Children Back Today

In the line at five to nine!

NOTIFYING CHILDREN’S ABSENCES TO THE SCHOOL

Please ensure to phone or e-mail the school office if

MEDICAL Q \g A
APPommss A

your child is not well enough to come to school or noti- \S

fy any other reason for the absence.

Tel. 020 7735 1467 or admin@st-markscofe.lambeth.sch.uk




Join the St. Mar |
Nursery Spaces a

If you, a neighbour, a friend or a relative are interested in a free, full-time Nursery
Class place for this academic year or a Reception space for September 2023, please
contact us to express your interest and arrange an informal tour of the school.
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St Mark’s C of E Prlmary School is located on the Oval/Kennington
borders (just behind the Oval cricket ground).

We are a friendly, family-based school that provides our pupils
with a rigorous, yet inspirational, all-round education. We aim to challenge
and engage all pupils during their learning journeys at St Mark’s and prepare
them for their lives beyond the school.

Our size, alongside our strong Christian ethos, also enables
us to place an equal emphasis on nurturing each individual child’s growth,
development and character.

Phone: 020 7735 1467
Email: admin@st-markscofe.lambeth.sch.uk
Web: www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk
Twitter: @StMarks_Lambeth
Address: Harleyford Road, Oval, London, SE115SL



http://www.stmarkscofeprimarylambeth.co.uk

Term Dates for 2022-23
Please find the term dates for the academic year.
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