The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter
17th January 2025

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills and knowledge
to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’

Unique and Valued by God

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Governors, s (5]

Bulletin

YEAR 2, TERM 3

The time is going fast and we are already two weeks into the new half term! You should
all now have your class bulletin, which outlines what your child will be learning this

term. Please continue to support them with their home learning to give them a broader
understanding of what will be taught.

Attendance and Punctuality

“\ Even before this was outlined in our recent Ofsted report, we already identi-
-] fied improving attendance and punctuality as a key focus for the

4 school. There are currently too many children arriving to school late. Children should be in

the playground at 8.50am. The bell rings at 8.55am when they make their way into their

class lines. Late children miss out on key learning and disrupt the flow of lessons for those

who are on time. This week some children missed the beginning of their intervention aimed at further

developing their phonics, reading and writing due to lateness. Please help us to improve in this area
by being on time.

Nursery

Our Nursery Class is currently full and places are fast filling up for September
2025. If you have not yet completed an application form, please do so as soon as
possible. We would like our families who already have a child in the school to re-
ceive a Nursery space, so complete a form now to avoid missing out.

School Lunches

Following feedback from both parents and children, we have held meetings to re-

view our school food provider. We are part of a broader Lambeth consortium and

during the coming months we will find out if we are able to enter contract with an-
other provider. A decision should be made around easter time and we will provide
you with further updates nearer the time.

Breakfast Bagels .

Parking Get well soon

. . Mrs Natasha!
Please avoid blocking peo-
ple’s drives and look out for Please con-

A big thank you
to existing and

in-

new parents who are the parking warden tinue to re-
volved in preparing the chil- R , member to
dren's bagels in the morning ; : pray for Na-
before school. If you have tasha who

some free capacity to help with
this between 8.25 and 9.00am,
please inform Mrs Roye.

broke her an- |
kle last Mon- |
day. She is
awaiting sur-
gery

Being in school at least 97% of the time (184 to 190 days)
That is no more than 6 days off per year.

ATTENDANCE &
PUNCTUALITY

Did you know?

J

There are 175 non-term
dates ina school year.

days in school

days in school

161
days in school

days in school

100% 95% 90% 85% 80% 75%
attendance attendance  attendance attendance attendance  attendance

Poor attendance - less
chance of success

Y6-97.53%
Whole school: 93.15%

365 days in a calendar year




EARLY YEARS at St Mark’s

This Wednesday 15th January —

we held an Early Years Stay ;' EARLY YEARS
andPIaysession.Itwasamaz- » s'Av & PI.AY SESSlO"

ing to see so many parents
attending the session. Stay
and Play sessions help chil-
dren develop social and es-
sential skills through play-
based activities while
strengthening the bond with
their parents. Parents benefit
from engaging in their child's
learning, building community
connections, and receiving
parenting support.

Next session will be for under
3’s on Thursday 13th Febru- |
ary. A chance for your tod- X
dlers to play with others and
for parents to have a drink.
Put it in your diary!




Outstanding learning at St Mark’s

Arabic Science workshop at Reay primary School. EBONY CLASS

Reception have been learning about the
rable of the lost sheep. They have been
out the story in groups.

ARABIC

S CIENCE

WORKSHOP




Outstanding learning at St Mark’s

JUNIPER CLASS

ENGLISH

In Year One this term we have been focusing on a
new book, Astro Girl. Astrid, the books main
character, is working on a children's book about
space, and she's turning to Juniper Class for
inspiration. She asked us to generate questions
about the universe, so she make her book both
informative and exciting for children our age. From
the Sun to the stars we asked some important
questions that will hopefully help Astrid in her
writing.

COMPUTING

This week we logged into our computers for
the first time using our own usernames! We
started using a mouse to click and learnt
that not all computers have touch screen
which is why we need this skill. We cannot
wait for our next task in computing,
designing a rocket on the paint tool.




# #

Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London

Please look at the organisations’ websites to double check times and arrangements

Vauxhall City Farm FREE
Lots of activities and a great farm for children of all ages.
Closed Mondays. Open Tue to Sun 10.30-16.00
165 Tyers St, London SE11 5HS
https://www.vauxhallcityfarm.org/

Tate Britain FREE
An art museum on Millbank displaying over 500 years of British art and its many stories and voices.
Monday to Sunday 10.00-18.00
Tate Britain, Millbank, London SW1P 4RG

www.tate.org.uk

Tate Modern FREE,
See some of the world’s most exciting modern and contemporary art at Tate Modern.
Monday to Sunday 10.00-18.00 Last entry 17.30
Tate Modern, Clore Studio, Bankside, London, SE1 9TG

www.tate.org.uk

Home Start Lambeth : Little Legends
For children aged 1-5 years old
Fun, free play and learning activities, educational sessions and a space to connect and share advice with other parents. No
need to book - just turn up!
Every Thursday 10.30am - 11.30am
Max Roach, Loughborough Community Centre, Wiltshire Rd, SW9 7NE
https://homestartlambeth.co.uk/event/little-legends-2-2/2025-05-22

Father Inclusive Weekly Activites FREE
Saturday’s 10.00-12.00 at Brockwell Park One O’ Clock Club (Dads Only)
Sunday’s 11.00-12.00 by the Duck Pond at Brockwell Park
Monday’s 1.00-3.00 at Jubilee Children’s Centre - Tulse Hill SW2 2JE
A safe space for dads, expectant dads, new dads, male carers, father figures and partners. Connect, share experiences and
talk about parenthood, changing dynamics in relationships, looking after yourself, managing stress, tiredness etc. Guest
speakers on topics including sleep, potty training, early learning, employment, relationships etc.
Unity Matters CIC at unitymatterscic@gmail.com | 07508 074921

St Michaels Fellowship admin@stmichaelsfellowship.org 07745 540868

Jubilee Children's Centre at bthce@jubilee.lambeth.sch.uk | 020 8678 6530

Coming Up

Dulwich Picture Gallery Art Sundays FREE, 1-1.45pm, 2-2.45pm & 3-3.45pm, 26 Jan 2025, 23 Feb 2025, 30 Mar 2025, 27
Apr 2025 & 1 Jun 2025. Get inspired to make art as a family. Activities aimed at 7-12-year-olds & their families, siblings of
all ages welcome.

https://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/whats-on/family-events/2024/november/art-sundays

Please contact Isla, Brixton Learning Collaborative (brixtonlearningassistant@gmail.com) or
Rachel Thomas, Windmill Cluster (rthomas@sudbourne.com) if you have a low cost no cost event that you would like us to feature.
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NOTICES AND EVENTS

DATES :
FRI 17TH JAN

Fil 28TH JAN

FRI SIST JAN

‘Brl»ng Your Own
c;m':.:’:,‘..;;",}::,vt:':gg? Skates/ Skate hire

Kennington Oval, London y limited & skate at
SET15SR £

BOOKNoWw HRICKetsource

Frequently Asked Questions: Morley College - Community Learmng BT

New Courses for J nuary
Who are the Community Learning? “«g’t? A X i

We believe that it's important for people to be kind to themselves and try tq:u rnake
the time to do things that are educational, rewarding and fun. Especially after going
through a challenging time.

Marley Community Learning offers a wide range of free courses in community
venues across Lambeth, Waterloo and Stockwell.

Who do | contact if | have any questions?

If you have any questions about any of the courses above you can drop-in to the
Community Learning team at 1 Studley Road, London, SW4d GRA.

You can call us on 0207 450 1809 or e-mail commupitv@morlevepllese gculk.




Spring Term 2024-25 (Part 1)

Tuesday 7" January 2024

First day of Spring Term 3

In the line at five to nine!

Tuesday 7" January 2025

School Art therapist resumes

Tuesday 7" January 2025

Literacy Lab Phonics Intervention resumes

Tuesday 7 January 2025

Reading Lab service resumes

Tuesday 7 January 2025

Year 4 Olive Class attending the Kia Oval for com-
puting and cricket coaching

Wednesday 8" January 2025

Action Tutoring Restarts
for Year 6 children

Children to be at school by 8.30am

Wednesday 8" January 2025

School Counsellor resumes

Wednesday 8" January 2025 Year 2 Oak begin at Triangle Adventure Play- 1.30 pm

ground

Thursday 9™ January 2025 School Gardeners resume

Thursday 9™ January 2025 Lambeth LM Strings Music resumes for Year 3
and 4

Thursday 9™ January 2025 No chess Class

Friday 10" January 2025 Speech and Language Therapist resumes
Monday 13" January 2025 Year 5 Sycamore Swimming at Brixton Recreation 9.00 am

Centre

Monday 13" January 2025

Book and Breakfast Workshop for parents invited
to participate in Story Lab reading project

9.00-10.00am for invited Reception
Parents

Tuesday 14" January 2025

EYFS and KS 1 Music resumes

Wednesday 15" January 2025

Deadline for Reception Admission

Wednesday 15" January 2025

School Videographer in to produce a promotion-
al video

Please ensure all children are wearing
their correct school uniform

Wednesday 15 January 2025

Music Resumes for Years 5 and 6- Strings

Wednesday 15 January 2025

EYFS Stay and Play 9.00-9.45am

Friday 17 January 2025

Arabic science session at Reay 10am

5 children to attend

Friday 17" January 2025

Vision screening Reception

w/c Monday 20" January 2025

After School Clubs commence

Thursday 23" January 2025

Year 6 trip to Imperial War Museum

Tuesday 28" January 2025

Reception Ebony Class attending the Natural His-
tory Museum

Parents needed

Wednesday 29" January 2025

Year 1 —Juniper class going to Science museum

9:30 am to 3:00 pm

Friday 31* January 2025

Year 2 and Year 5 Fire Brigade Safety Workshops

Monday 3" February 2025

Year 5&6 Netball @ Kennington Park

9.30am —2.30 pm

Tuesday 4™ February 2025

Nursery — Cedar Class going to Vauxhall City
Farm

1.15 pm to 3.00 pm

Wednesday 5" February 2025

Parents Evening 3.00-5.30pm

Thursday 6" February 2025

Parents Evening 3.30-5.30pm

Friday 7th February 2025

NSPCC Number Day —

Parent Maths Workshop at 9.00am
with coffee and Tea

w/c 10" February 2025

Internet Safety Week




Spring Term 2024-25 (Part 2)

Tuesday 11" February 2025 Individual School Photographs
Wednesday 12" February 2025 Year 4 Ancient Greece Day
Thursday 13" February 2025 Stay and Play Toddler session for under 3’s A chance for your toddlers to play
with others and for parents to have a
drink
Friday 14" February 2025 Year 3 Olive Class Ancient China Day
14™ February 2025 Stars of the Term Assembly 9.05am for invited parents only
Friday 14™ February 2025 Last Day of Term 3
Monday 24" February 2025 Term 4 Begins
Wednesday 26" February 2025 Year 1 Juniper Class visiting Vauxhall City Farm Land to Lunchbox Topic
Monday 3rd March 2025 Secondary School offer day
Thursday 6" March 2025 World Book Day Children to dress up as their favourite
book character
Thursday 6™ March 2025 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 1.30-3.00pm
King’s Maths School
Wednesday 12" March 2025 EYFS Stay and Play 9-9.45am
Thursday 13" March 2025 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 1.30-3.00pm
King’s Maths School
Tuesday 18" March 2025 Year 5 involved in IntoUniversity 9.30-11.30am
Thursday 20" March 2025 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting
King’s Maths School
Friday 21° March 2025 Red Nose Day Fundraising event. Children
Tuesday 25" March 2025 KS 1 singing in the Lambeth Music Festival 1.30pm at the Southbank Centre
Friday 28" March 2025 Mother’s Day Breakfast 8.15-8.55am
Friday 28™ March 2025 Last day of After School Clubs Spring term
w/c 31* March 2025 RE Week Whole school focusing on Easter
Monday 31* March 2025 Year 5&6 Futsal @ Ferndale Sports Centre
Wednesday 2" April 2025 Year 5 and 6 Music concert for parents Starting at 2.55pm
Thursday 3" April 2025 Easter Service at St Mark’s Church led by YEAR 4 9.30am —2.30 pm
Thursday 3rd April 2025 Year 3 and 4 Music concert for parents Starting at 2.55pm
Friday 4" April 2025 Last day of term 4 School finishes 3.25 pm

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS - SPRING 2025

Monday 20th January to Friday 28th March

Clubs are 3.30pm-4.25pm,
including Taekwon-Do on Wednesdays 3.30pm-4.25pm

Clubs will be only £3.00** per session! (£27.00 per term)

**Ejrst 2 Clubs half price for Pupil Premium

Children MUST wear PE kits for all sport activities.
9 weeks of <clubs
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Term Dates for 2024-25

lease find the term dates for the academic year. Please avoid taking holidays dur

n children’s progress.
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