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The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter 
23rd January 2026 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge to 

succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ 
Unique and Valued by God 

ATTENDANCE %  

Whole school 92.82 

Cedar—Nursery 90.6 

Ebony—Reception 90.83 

Juniper—Year  1 96.74 

Oak—Year  2 95.83 

Olive—Year 3 97.84 

Palm– Year 4 87.07 

Sycamore—Year 5 97.28 

Willow—Year 6 89.52 

Diary Dates at St Mark’s 

Monday 26th 
January 2026 

Year 4 Palm Class visiting the British Museum 

Wednesday 
28th January 

2026 

Year 1 visiting the Science Museum 

Friday 30st Jan-
uary 2026 

Year 1 involved in the Cricket Skills Festival at 
the Kia Oval 

Tuesday 3rd 
February 2026 

Nursery – Cedar Class going to Vauxhall City 
Farm 

Friday 6th Feb-
ruary 2026 

NSPCC Number Day – 

w/c 10th Febru-
ary 2026 

Internet Safety Week 

Tuesday 10th 
February 2026 

Individual School Photographs 

Wednesday 
11th February 

2026 

Year 4 Ancient Greece Day 

Thursday 12th 
February 2026 

Staff and Parent Football 

Friday 13th Feb-
ruary 2026 

Year 3 Olive Class Ancient China Day 

Friday 13th Feb-
ruary 2026 

Stars of the Term Assembly 

Friday 13th Feb-
ruary 2026 

Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 23rd 
February  

Term 4 Begins 

w/c Monday 
23rd February  

Fab Science Day Workshops across the school 

Wednesday 
25th February  

Year 5 Bus Day – Save travel 

Thursday 26th 
February  

Gang Awareness Workshop for Parents 

Thursday 26th 
February  

Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 
King’s Maths School 

Monday 2nd 
March  

Secondary School offer day 

Wednesday 4th 
March  

EYFS Stay and Play session 9.00-9.45am 

Wednesday 4th 
March  

Year 5 Sycamore involved in Into-University 

Wednesday 4th 
March  

Yr 1 Juniper Class visiting Vauxhall City Farm 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff, children and Governors, 

This is the first newsletter of Term 3 and already so 
much has taken place.  A number of class trips have 
already taken place or are scheduled to take place 
during the coming weeks.  Thank you to parents who 
support on trips and also support our workshops 
and events that we run.  Please let Natasha, our 
Home School Liaison Officer know of other activities 
that you are interested in. A number of parents have 
expressed an interest in Finance Management and 
we are currently liaising with Morley College who 
are prepared to come into school to run a series of 
sessions on this subject starting towards the end of 
February 2026. Look out for more details. 

 

Nursery Admissions 

If you, a friend or a neighbour have a child who is 3 
years old before 1st September 2026 and are inter-
ested in a Nursery space, please complete a school 
application form as soon as possible.  Forms are 
coming in rapidly and we want to prioritise our ex-
isting parents with children already in the school . 

Term Dates 

We will send out term dates for 2026-27 next week, 
but please note that children will return to school on 
Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
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Outstanding learning at St Mark’s 
Pedestrian Safety Training—
OLIVE CLASS 

Last week, our students took part in practical 

pedestrian safety training delivered by two ex-

perienced trainers. The sessions were held out-

doors and covered essential topics such as safe 

use of crossings, navigating junctions, avoiding 

hazards near driveways and car parks, and the 

dangers of distractions like mobile phones. 

Each group had 45–50 minutes of hands-on 

learning around the school area, supported by 

school staff for safeguarding. Children wore high

-visibility jackets and completed a short verbal 

quiz at the end, receiving certificates for their 

participation. 

Thank you to parents for supporting this im-

portant initiative to keep our children safe on 

the roads. 

SYCAMORE CLASS 

This week, Sycamore Class began Ac-
tion Breaks Silence! Together with 

Year 5 pupils from Henry Fawcett, the 
children reflected on equality within 
our society and shared their own ex-
periences. We look forward to next 

week's session which focuses on 'Self 
Love'.  
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Outstanding learning at St Mark’s 

Year 5 and Year 2 had a Fire Safety workshop this week. We learnt lots of safety tips from Stephanie dur-
ing this engaging, interactive session. We learnt how best to prevent a fire as well as what to do if a fire 
occurs.  



 

4 

 

Outstanding learning at St Mark’s 
Thank you to all the parents that were able to attend our first Early years Stay and Play session of 2026! 

We loved seeing so many of you being involved with your child’s learning and play!  
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Outstanding learning at St Mark’s 

Imperial war museum—Willow class 

 

JUNIPER & SYCAMORE 
CLASSES 

Last week, Year 1 and 
Year 5 took part in a 
joint research task 

where they used tech-
nology to find out all 

about Space. We shared 
our knowledge with 

one another and asked 
questions that were 
very advanced! We 

learnt so much from 
each other and hope 
we can work together 

again soon. 

Year 6 enjoyed an engaging trip to the Imperial War Museum, deepening their understanding of this 

termõs history topic . 

They explored real artefacts and personal stories that brought World War II learning to life. 

Pupils showed great curiosity and respect throughout, making it a memorable educational experience. 

Thanks for parents that volunteer to come with the class! 
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Parents at St Mark’s 
Dh{t9[ {LbDLbD ²hwY{Iht 

²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŬǊǎǘ DƻǎǇŜƭ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ фǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ 
ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƳōŜǘƘ aǳǎƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳǳǇΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
ŜǾŜƴ ŀǧŜƳǇǘŜŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ н ƴŜǿ ǎƻƴƎǎ ϥDƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘϥ ϧ ϥtǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΩ ōȅ 

aŀǾŜǊƛŎƪ /ƛǘȅϥΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǳǊ ƅŜǿ ōȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳƴƎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 

! ōƛƎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΗΗΗ 

OUTSTANDING LEARNING in Cedar class 
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 SCHOOL DIARY DATES—SPRING TERM 2026 (1/2) 

Spring Term 2025-26 

Monday 26th January 2026 Year 4 Palm Class visiting the British Museum   

Wednesday 28th January 2026 Year 1 visiting the Science Museum Participating in an Imax show 

Friday 30st January 2026 Year 1 involved in the Cricket Skills Festival at the 
Kia Oval 

10-12pm 

Tuesday 3rd February 2026 Nursery – Cedar Class going to Vauxhall City Farm 1.15 pm to 3.00 pm 

Friday 6th February 2026 NSPCC Number Day – Parent Maths Workshop at 9.00am 
with coffee and Tea 

w/c 10th February 2026 Internet Safety Week   

Tuesday 10th February 2026 Individual School Photographs Full School Uniform to be worn bring 
PE kits in bags today 

Wednesday 11th February 2026 Year 4 Ancient Greece Day Children to dress up as Ancient Greeks 

Thursday 12th February 2026 Staff and Parent Football 9.00-10.00am 

Friday 13th February 2026 Year 3 Olive Class Ancient China Day   

Friday 13th February 2026 Stars of the Term Assembly 9.05am for invited parents only 

Friday 13th February 2026 Last Day of Term 3   

Monday 23rd February 2026 Term 4 Begins   

w/c Monday 23rd February 2026 Fab Science Day Workshops across the school   

Wednesday 25th February 2026 Year 5 Bus Day – Save travel 10.00-11pm 

Thursday 26th February 2026 Gang Awareness Workshop for Parents 9.00-10.15am 

Thursday 26th February 2026 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 
King’s Maths School 

1.30-3.00pm 

Monday 2nd March 2026 Secondary School offer day   

Wednesday 4th March 2026 EYFS Stay and Play session 9.00-9.45am   

Wednesday 4th March 2026 Year 5 Sycamore involved in Into-University   

Wednesday 4th March 2026 Yr 1 Juniper Class visiting Vauxhall City Farm   

Thursday 5th March 2026 World Book Day Children to dress up as their favourite 
book character 

Thursday 5rd March 2026 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 
King’s Maths School 

1.30-3.00pm 

Thursday 5rd March 2026 Year 3 and 4 Music Concert 2.50pm in the school Hall 

Wednesday 11th March 2026 Parents Evening 3.00-5.30pm   

Thursday 12th March 2026 Parents Evening 3.30-5.30pm   

Friday 13th March 2026 Mother’s Day Breakfast 8.15-8.55am 

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Staff and parents’ football 9-10am meet at the school gate 

Thursday 19th March 2026 Maths Master Class 6 Year 5 children visiting 
King’s Maths School 

  

Thursday 19th March 2026 Reception Ebony Class visiting the Garden Muse-
um 

tbc 

Thursday 19th March 2026 Year 3 and 4 Music concert for parents 
And Year 5 and 6 Steel Pans 

Starting at 2.40pm 

Friday 20st March 2026 Year 5 and 6 Netball Competition 9.30-2.30pm 

Friday 20st March 2026 Red Nose Day Fundraising event.  Children can wear 
red to school 
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SCHOOL DIARY DATES—SPRING 2026 (2/2) 
Spring Term 2025-26 

Monday 23rd  March 2026 Last Swimming session for Year 4 Sycamore Class   

Monday 23rd March 2026 RE Week – Reflecting on the significance of Easter Whole school focusing on Easter 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 KS 1 singing in the Lambeth Music Festival Children leaving at 9.00am 
1.30pm at the Southbank Centre 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Easter Service at St Mark’s Church led by YEAR 4 9.30 am – start 
Everyone is welcome 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Final day of after school clubs   

Friday 27th March 2026 Easter Egg challenge after school 
Fundraiser 

3.30-4.15pm 

Friday 27th March 2026 Stars of the Term Celebration Assembly 9.05am 

Friday 27th March 2026 Last day of term 4 School finishes 3.25 pm 
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                        Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London          
Please look at the organisationsõ websites to double check times and arrangements 

 

Art of Doodling ð FREE ð no ticket required 

The Clore Ballroom, Level 2, Royal Festival Hall, SE1 8XX 

Saturday 24
th
 January 2026 2:45, - 4:00pm, 

Ages 5 ð 11 (must be accompanied on site) 

Dive into the art of doodling with artist Erdem Kuslu, as you discover that anything can 

be canvas and every doodle is a work of art!  Saturday Sessions are the perfect place to start  

the weekend.  On a monthly basis you can enjoy a piece of art, make something new along  

with the artists and create with other children and their families ð all for free!  All you need to pack  

is your imagination as Kuslu will show you how scribbles and scrawls can become whole worlds if  

you sprinkle a bit of creativity.  With a showcase of the artistõs work and through drawing exercises  

and group games to get you and your family doodling away.  Born and raised in Hackney,  

Erdem Kuslu is a magician with a pen.  With a background spanning computer science, sociology and visual arts, 

Kuslu uses detailed cluster drawings to explore the complexity of the everyday. 

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/saturday-sessions-the-art-of-doodling/ 

 

Ballroom Boogie x Toasty Tots XL ð FREE ð no ticket required 

The Clore Ballroom, Level 2, Royal Festival Hall, SE1 8XX 

Saturday 24
th
 January 2026 1:30pm ð 2:45pm 

For all ages  (under 12s must be accompanied by an adult on site) 

Following their monthly Saturday Sessions, BORN N BREAD present Toasty Tots XL, a dance party for all 

the family.  Toasty Tots! was co-founded by three mums from BORN N BREAD Collective to create an inclu-

sive hangout for parents, carers and their little ones to vibe, dance and unwind together. Now theyõre turning it 

up with Toasty Tots XL, the big kid edition for 5 ð 11 year-olds (and their grown-ups).  Rooted in community, 

joy and music, BORN N BREAD are here to create a space thatõs inclusive, non-judgemental and full of vibes. 

For over a decade, theyõve been celebrating community, culture and sound, creating space for diverse voices 

and pushing for real change in music and festival scenes. So come through, bring your crew!  Whether youõve 

been at the earlier workshop or are just here to dance, everyoneõs welcome on the Ballroom Boogie dance 

floor. Saturday Sessions are monthly events in The Clore Ballroom, where you can enjoy a performance, 

make something new along with the artists and play with other children and their families ð all for free! 

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/ballroom-boogie-x-toasty-tots-xl/ 

 

Growing Together, Glowing Forever ð FREE  

Longfield Hall, 50 Knatchbull Road, SW9 7JP 

Wednesdays ð 4pm ð 6:30pm, girls ages 10 to 13 years old 

After-school club for girls with food provided.  Develop self-esteem and life skills through 

Creative activities, peer support, and mentorship.  Plus design and implement a new social 

Initiative.  Get creative, have fun, and build skills for their future. 

https://www.chipspeace.org/brixtonevents/grow-and-glow-girls-club-jhhha-7a9sy-2xbcc-8xrag-

tksdy-pg4c2-867nt-s5ytr 
 

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR FULL DOCUMENT AND MANY MORE ACTIVITIES 

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/saturday-sessions-the-art-of-doodling/
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/ballroom-boogie-x-toasty-tots-xl/
https://www.chipspeace.org/brixtonevents/grow-and-glow-girls-club-jhhha-7a9sy-2xbcc-8xrag-tksdy-pg4c2-867nt-s5ytr
https://www.chipspeace.org/brixtonevents/grow-and-glow-girls-club-jhhha-7a9sy-2xbcc-8xrag-tksdy-pg4c2-867nt-s5ytr
file:///P:/Newsletters/2025-2026/Low cost No cost/No 18. Low Cost No Cost -  January  early February.doc
file:///P:/Newsletters/2025-2026/Low cost No cost/No 18. Low Cost No Cost -  January  early February.doc
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 Term Dates for 2025-26 

Please find the term dates for the academic year. Please avoid taking holidays during 

term time as it can impact on children’s progress. 


