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The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter 
24th April 2026 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge to 

succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ 
Unique and Valued by God 

ATTENDANCE %  

Whole school 94.33 

Cedar—Nursery 84.64 

Ebony—Reception 95.83 

Juniper—Year  1 99.52 

Oak—Year  2 88.44 

Olive—Year 3 96.03 

Palm– Year 4 96.56 

Sycamore—Year 5 98.61 

Willow—Year 6 95.02 

Diary Dates at St Mark’s 

Monday 27th April  St Mark’s Day including whole school 
talent show 

Monday 27th April  Year 5 sycamore Class visiting Durning 
Library 

Tuesday 28th April  Parent Coffee morning with Better Start 

Tuesday 28th April 2 Year 4 Palm Class visiting Durning Library 

Thursday 30th April  Year 5 Maths Master Class 

Friday 1st May 2026 Pre-school Toddler Group 

Monday 4th May May Day – Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 5th May  Year 3 Olive Class visiting Durning Library 

Wednesday 6th May Year 1 Juniper Class visiting  
Durning Library 

Wednesday 6th May Year 2 Oak Class visiting Durning Library 

Wednesday 6th May Nursery Cedar class visiting the science 
Museum 

Thursday 7th May  School Closed due to local Elections 
Year 6 are in school for SATs revision 

Friday 8th May 2026 Surrey Oval Disability Day   VALUE OF THE WEEK     

Flourishing in society/ 

Community- making a difference  

BIBLE VERSE 

‘Let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven’ 

Matthew 5:16 .’  

Dear Parents, 

The school seems very busy with children and 
adults working so hard across the school in the 
classrooms and workmen working hard to complete 
the building work.  We are nearly there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to support us by ensuring your chil-
dren are in school regularly and are on time to 
school; by reading regularly with your child and by 
supporting the completion of homework tasks. 
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NOTICES 

Attendance Message 
 

 

NEW 2026-2027  

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

Please click link for pdf document 

 We’re really proud to celebrate some fantastic attendance achievements 

across the school! 

A big well done to the 15 children who achieved 100% attendance—what an 

amazing accomplishment! We also have 32 children who achieved over 

98%, and 47 children who achieved over 96%. This shows great commit-

ment and a positive attitude towards learning—brilliant work! 

However, we still have a significant number of children whose attendance is 

below 90%. Being in school every day is so important for learning, friend-

ships, and confidence. We would really like to see this improve. 

Let’s all work together to aim for the best attendance we can. Every day 

counts! 

Thank you, and keep up the great effort! 

Mrs Natasha – Home School Liaison Officer 

file:///V:/School term dates/2026-27/St Mark's School Term Dates 2026 - 27.pdf
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Although we are still waiting for offers to be confirmed, it is likely that we will once again be full in 

Reception Class in September 2026.  Thank you for promoting the school.  We get lots of visitors 

touring the school and many tell us that current parents at the school have recommended St 

Markõs to them through toddler groups, birthday parties, church and through other connections. 

Please continue to promote our school Nursery 
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SYCAMORE CLASS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING LEARNING St Mark’s 

Year 5 went to IntoUniversity last week for a Focus Day! The children worked in teams to conduct experi-
ments, research and design and make their own towns so that people could survive on Saturn, Venus, 
Neptune and Uranus! They collaborated well and had so much fun on the day. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL School Council for Years 5 and 
6 had the fantastic opportunity 
to meet other school council 
members from local schools. 
We discussed what we have 
been doing to have an impact 
in our school and listened to 
each other's ideas. We then 
talked about the topic of 'play' 
and if there is enough playing 
in Primary School. It was a 
great opportunity and we look 
forward to meeting everyone 
again!  



 

5 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING LEARNING St Mark’s 

PALM CLASS 

Year 4 visited 
Hampton Court 
Palace to kick 
start our topic 
this term 'The 
Tudors'.  We par-
ticipated in a 
session called 
'Tudor Palaces 
and Trade' 
where we learnt 
about how trad-
ing and ex-
porting worked 
in Tudor times 
and how new 
discoveries 
changed how we 
live today.  

This week in 
Year 1 we 
have begun 
thinking about 
Seascapes! 
We took inspi-
ration from fa-
mous artists 
to create 
waves using 
new painting 
techniques! 
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 Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend our last Stay and  Play on 

Wednesday.  The children love having the opportunity to have their parents and carers in 
school with them.  We hope to hold another session next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING LEARNING AT ST MARK’S 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at our coffee morning with Kasia, who is a Lambeth Au-
tism Advisor. We hope that you found the session on 'Social Stories' helpful and that you left feel-
ing confident about using social stories at home. Remember to use key visuals, photos drawings 

or symbols when creating your own social stories, and ensure they are shared with your child 
during a relaxed moment, rather than in the heat of a meltdown.   
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NOTICES & EVENTS at St Mark’s 
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Summer Term Diary Dates 2025-26  Part 1/2 

Monday 27th April 2026 After School Clubs start Booked via ParentPay 

Monday 27th April 2026 Year 5 Sychamore Class visiting Durning Library 10am volunteers needed 

Monday 27th April 2026 St Mark’s Day including whole school 
talent show 

  

Tuesday 28th April 2026 Parent Coffee morning with Better Start 9-10am 

Tuesday 28th April 2026 Year 4 Palm Class visiting Durning Library 2pm volunteers needed 

Thursday 30th April 2026 Year 5 Maths Master Class 1.30-3.00pm 

Friday 1st May 2026 Pre-school Toddler Group 9-10am 

Monday 4th May 2026 May Day – Bank Holiday No School 

Tuesday 5th May 2026 Year 3 Olive Class visiting Durning Library 2pm volunteers needed 

Wednesday 6th May Year 1 Juniper Class visiting Durning Library 10am volunteers needed 

Wednesday 6th May Year 2 Oak Class visiting Durning Library 2pm volunteers needed 

Wednesday 6th May Nursery Cedar class visiting the science Museum  

Thursday 7th May 2026 School Closed due to local Elections 
Year 6 are in school for SATs revision 

  

Friday 8th May 2026 Surrey Oval Disability Day   

w/c 11th May 2026 Year 6 involved in end of Key Stage 2 SATs  all 
week 

  

Tuesday 12th May 2026 Year 3 Careers workshop with IntoUniversity 9.30-10.30 am in the hall 

Friday 15th May 2026 Workshop re. advice, services, training for Span-
ish and Portuguese speakers 

9.00-10.00am 

Monday 18th May 2026 Year 6 Willow Class visiting Durning Library 2pm 

Tuesday 19th May 2026 Year 4 working with intoUniversity 9.30-10.30am in Hall 

Thursday 21st May 2026 EYFS New Parent Welcome Morning 9.10am 

Thursday 21st May 2026 Year 6 Gangs Workshop 1.15-3.15pm 

Thursday 21st May 2026 Year 5 Maths Master Class 1.30-3.00pm 

Friday 22nd May 2026 Year 1 and 2 Scooter training by Lambeth 9am-2.30pm 

Friday 22nd May 2026 Last Day of Term 5 School finishes at usual time 

Monday 1st June 2026 First Day of Term 6 School begins at 8.55am 

w/c Monday 1st June 2026 Year 4 Olive Class Multiplication Tests taking 
place this week 

  

w/c Monday 1st June 2026 Year 6 Bikeability Cycle Training all week   

Tuesday 2nd June 2025 Parent Well Being V – Sip and Paint 9 am - 10 am 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 Year 6 Willow Class visiting Triangle Adventure 
Playground 

1.30—2.30pm 

Friday 5th June 2026 Year 5 & 6 Met Police 
Cyber Bullying session 

  

w/c Monday 8h June 2026 Yr 1 Phonics Reading Assessment taking place 
this week 

  

Tuesday 9th June 2026 EYFS Sports Day 9.30-11.30am Details to follow 

Wednesday 10th June 2026 Year 6 Willow Class to visit the Triangle Play-
ground 

1.30—2.30pm 

Friday 12th June 2026 Key Stage 1 and 2 Sports Day Details tbc 

Wednesday 17th June 2026 Year 6 visiting the Triangle Playground 1.30-3.00pm 
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Summer Term Diary Dates 2025-26  Part 2/2 

Thursday 18th June 2026 EYFS Stay and Play for New children                 to 
St Mark’s 

9.00-9.45am 

Friday 19th June 2026 Father’s Day Breakfast £3 per person Book Via Parent Pay 

Tuesday 23rd June 2025 Group Class Photographs Please ensure children are wearing full 
school uniform 

Tuesday 23rd June 2026 Year 6 Into University Transition Day Yr 6 Photos first 

Wednesday 24th June 2026 Year 5 visiting the Triangle Playground 1.30-3.00pm 

Wednesday 24th June 2026     

Wednesday 24th June 2026 Year 3 Olive Class visiting British Museum tbc 

Thursday 25th June 2026 Secondary Transfer meeting for Year 4 and 5 
parents 9-10am 

A number of staff from secondary 
schools will be present to speak to 

Monday 29th June 2026 Year 6 going to Liddington PGL School Journey NEW DATE 
Details to follow 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 Year 5/6 Willow and Sycamore Classes to visit 
the Triangle Playground 

1.30—2.30pm 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 Year 6 return from PGL School Journey   

Wednesday 1st July 2026 Some Year 6 girls involved in an Oval Learning 
Cluster 6-a-side Football Tournament 

Black Prince Trust 10-2pm 

Friday 3rd July 2026 School Summer Fair 3.30-5.30pm 

Friday 3rd July 2026 No Football / No Homework club due to Sum-
mer Fair 

  

Monday 6th July 2026 Final Year 3 Swimming session 9.00am – 11am – Year 3 Olive Class 

Tuesday 7th July 2026 Reception Graduation Time tbc 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Some Year 6 Boys involved in an Oval Learning 
Cluster 6-a-side Football Tournament 

Black Prince Trust 10-2pm 

Wednesday 8th July 2026 Year 5/6 Willow and Sycamore Classes to visit 
the Triangle Playground 

1.30-2.30 

Thursday 9th July 2026 Year 3 and 4 Music concert for Parents & 
Year 5 and 6 Music Concert 

2.40pm 

Thursday 9th – 16th July 26 School Book Fair             One week book fair 

Friday 10th July 2026 School Award Ceremony 9.05am.  Invitation only 

Friday 10th July 2026 Last day of After School Clubs   

Sunday 12th July 2026 Year 6 Leaver’s Service at St Mark’s Church 10.15am. Please wear uniform 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Reception and Year 1 Teddy Bear’s Picnic   

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Year 6 Leavers’ assembly 9.05-9.30am 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Yr 6 Visiting the Triangle playground 1.30—2.30pm 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 Year 6 Willow Class End of Year production fol-
lowed by a celebration 

From 6-8pm 

Thursday 16th July 2025 Teacher and Parents football 9-10am Followed by breakfast 

Thursday 16th July 2026 Year 6 going to Nando’s for lunch tbc 

Friday 17th July 2026 Last day of term 6 School finishes 3.25 pm 
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             Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London          
Please look at the organisationsõ websites to double check times and arrangements 

 

kBooks in the Park  ð entrance is FREE 

Beckenham Place Park, Beckenham BR3 5BS  

Saturday 25
th
 April 2026, 9am ð 8pm  

Books in the Park is thrilled to be back for a third successive year at Beckenham Place Park. 

They have got a captivating programme of adult and childrenõs authors, stimulating writing workshops,  

free guided walks, interactive festival events, a pop-up book shop and the parkõs much-loved  

Food and Farmers Market.  They will be welcoming two passionate David Bowie fans and authors to  

a special event celebrating his life and legacy. As many will know, David Bowie was a former  

Beckenham resident, and this year marks the 10th anniversary of his death.  Since last yearõs event,  

profits from Books in the Park have helped fund their community outreach efforts. The sponsored author and 

illustrator workshops at the literacy festival, hosted by ABC Book Club, designed to encourage and inspire a love 

of stories and reading for more than 100 children from schools in under-resourced communities.  Also helping 

them to offer fun, author-led reading adventures in Beckenham Place Park, the Co-operative Group chose Books 

in the Park as one of its local community causes. The more people who vote for them, the more funds they re-

ceive from the Co-op. This helps them to create a welcoming, inclusive space at Beckenham Place Park for local 

families from all backgrounds to enjoy, bringing people together, boosting wellbeing, and making books accessible 

to families and communities who need it most. 

Don't forget, Books in the Park festival entrance is free. Each event is individually ticketed, and  

some discounted tickets are available. Ticket holders will enjoy 10% off food and drink at the  

Mansion Cafe and The Homestead Cafe by showing their tickets. 

Books in the Park Home 

 

Creative Communities Creating Change (4CS) ð FREE 

Raw Material - 2 Robsart Street, Brixton, SW9 0DJ 

Wednesdays 6:30 ð 8:30pm (Starting 22
nd
 April) 

Creative Communities Creating Change (4Cs) is a new Creative Health programme which has been funded for 

3 years to support young people aged 11ð19 and parents and carers across Lambeth, Southwark, Lewisham 

and Croydon. Launching in April 2026, the programme is based at Raw Materialõs community hub in Brixton 

and combines creative practice, community-based support and evidence-informed wellbeing approaches.  The 

programme responds to the growing need for accessible, community-based mental health and wellbeing sup-

port for young people and families.  4Cs is delivered through three connected strands: Creative programmes 

for young people, Support for parents and carers. A participatory research project reimagining mental health 

support 

Together these strands aim to improve mental, emotional and social wellbeing, strengthen social connections and 

support sustained engagement in arts and culture. 

4Cs is delivered through a partnership between Raw Material, NHS DISCOVER, NHS EPEC (Empowering Par-

ents, Empowering Communities), Tony Cealy and London Arts and Health. 

Creative Communities Creating Change (4Cs) ñ Raw Material Music & Media Education Ltd. 

 

PLEASE CLICK HERE FOR FULL DOCUMENT WITH MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES  

https://www.booksinthepark.org/
https://rawmusicmedia.org/programmes/creative-communities-creating-change
file:///P:/Newsletters/2025-2026/Low cost No cost/No 28. Low Cost No Cost - April onwards.doc

