
 

 

 

 

The St Mark’s Newsletter 
4th December 2020 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge 

to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ Unique and Valued by God 

Dear Parents  and Carers, Pupils, Staff and Governors 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming back our Sycamore Class on Monday, who have been in self-
isolation for the past two weeks.  Please continue to be vigilant and careful.  Maintain your distance when you 
are waiting to enter the school gates and also please wear a face mask on site to help to protect yourself and 
others around you. None of us want to be affected  over the Christmas period. 
 

Winter Top Up  Fund 
Thanks to Marcus Rashford’s campaign for children on Free School Meals, vouchers for the two weeks of the 
Christmas break will be distributed before the end of term  to all families who receive Free School Meals.  See 
details on page 6 and guidance on further benefits. 
 

                          Operation Christmas Child 
In previous years, we have sent over 100 shoeboxes to children in other countries and last 
year we managed to send 60 boxes.  It would be great if we could send a similar number this 
year.  It’s a great activity to do as a family.  Try to complete a box this weekend to hand in by 
Thursday 10th December (see page 7). More leaflets are available from the school office. 

                             Performances 
All of our Christmas performances will be shared with you remotely this year on either 
Google Classroom or Tapestry (EYFS).  We will share further information with you next week. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Dates and News 

Please see the dates on Page 2 to remind you of what is happening and when.  11th December is a busy day!  
Don’t forget your Christmas jumper.  This newsletter contains lots of information, so please take note of all of 
the details. Many thanks for your helpful parental feedback—see pages 3-5.  
 

       Excellent writing in Oak Class  
This week children in Year 2 have immersed themselves in the story of the Polar Express.  They watched parts 

of the film and wore their pyjamas like the  children in the film. They also received hot chocolate in order to be 
able to use all of their senses when it came to writing a diary entry in the role of the main character.  

     VALUE OF THE WEEK 

 Flourishing Individuals—
Preparing for the future 

BIBLE VERSE 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you 

should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye 

on you  Psalm 32:8 

Attendance Update  

Nursery —  99.5% 

Reception — 95.29% 

Year 1—  95.11% 

Year 2—  92.59% 

Year 3— 95.83% 

Year 4—  91.2% 

Year 5—   0 

Year 6—  90.27% 

WELL DONE! 
94.19% 

Overall Attendance:  
 

Well done to Nursery for achieving almost 100% 

this week. Lets all work hard to achieve our 

school target of 96% 
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KEY SCHOOL DATES 

DATE DETAILS 

Thursday 10th Dec 2020 Last day for Shoe Box Gifts to be handed in 

Friday 11th Dec 2020 EY Nativity performance available from today 

Friday 11th Dec 2020 School Christmas Lunch (for those who have ordered) 

Friday 11th Dec 2020 Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 16th Dec 2020 KS 1 Nativity Performance available from today 

Thursday 17th Dec 2020 St Mark’s Carol Service available from today 

Thursday 17th Dec 2020 Willow and Sycamore Class Strings performance  

available from today 

Thursday 17th Dec 2020 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL (normal finish time) 

Mon 4th Jan 2021 Inset Day—SCHOOL CLOSED for Pupils 

Tue 5th Jan 2021 Children return to school 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

School News  

Wear  a Christmas Jumper 

on Friday 11th December 

to support Christmas Jump-

er Day! No need to buy, 

Christmas colours or acces-

sories will do! Please bring 

in a £1 donation for our 

Save the Children collection 

School Christmas Dinner 

Christmas dinner will be on Friday 11th December 2020. Please en-

sure that you have made the payment in ParentPay. If you did not 

submit a form, please ensure you provide a packed lunch for your 

child as meals have been pre-ordered. (Christmas dinner is free for children 

in Reception, Y1, Y2 who have pre-ordered and pupils with Free School Meals) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME FEEDBACK FROM OUR RETURN TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Many thanks for the feedback that you provided for us in the St Mark’s return to  school 

survey . Please see a summary of the survey and some of the comments and responses 

that were raised.  Your feedback is very valuable, as we are always looking for ways in 

which we can improve the school even more.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME FEEDBACK FROM OUR RETURN TO SCHOOL SURVEY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some parental questions from 

the survey  

School responses 

It is sometimes hard to support my child as I am not fa-

miliar with the topic. But I try to Google what I don’t 

know. Also my child has additional needs  

Please have a look on our school website to see some rec-

ommended website addresses.  Some of them provide 

some helpful background information for parents.  Also 

please speak to Mrs Moses, our school Inclusion Manager. 

The traffic after school needs to be sorted before a child 

gets seriously injured. 

We are currently working with Lambeth Council to try to 

improve this, but please can we urge parents to park re-

sponsibly and avoid parking on the yellow zigzag lines, to 

help to keep our children safe. 

I would like to be able to ask his teacher how he’s 

getting on but completely understand why I can’t at the 

moment  

Hopefully you were able to catch up during parents even-

ing, but we are very sad that the current situation has lim-

ited the communication between teachers and parents.  

Please continue to email any queries that you may have. 

Overall things have gone well so far. The teachers are 

good and takes good care of the kids. My child is very 

happy to be in the school and seem to like the teachers 

too.  What needs to be improved is strict adherence to 

social distancing protocol on the part of parents espe-

cially during the pickup hours .  

This is a really important point and we continue to regular-

ly remind parents  at the gate to maintain their distance 

whilst waiting and to also wear a mask whilst lining up and 

when they enter the school premises.  

Can you allow  the use of masks in the classroom when 

lecture is not on  

This is currently not advised within Primary Schools 

It has been good. Collecting lunch vouchers outside 

term times hasn’t always worked, didn’t get the voucher 

that was meant to be sent in the recent half term.  

We received notification about the  FSM vouchers at 

12.00pm on the last day of term, which made it extremely 

difficult  for schools to source and disseminate the vouch-

ers to all of their families, especially those who were ab-

sent.  More notice  has been given for the Christmas holi-

days however  for future reference, please ensure you 

contact the office to resolve such issues. 

Some of us need to leave our children earlier than 8.55 

to get to work.  

8.55am was the previous  start time for all pupils before 

we staggered the start of the day.  If you would like to 

drop your children  off before, please speak to a member 

of the office staff about spaces in breakfast club, which 

take children from 8.00am 

 Mrs Eade will send through feedback to your responses from the survey on the Health and Relationship 

Education Policy and scheme of work in the next  newsletter. 

SOME FEEDBACK FROM OUR RETURN TO SCHOOL SURVEY 





 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Each year we support Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child appeal  

    when we send shoeboxes  containing Christmas girts to less fortunate children  

    throughout the world.  We were in two minds about whether to support it this  

    year due to the current pandemic, but we felt that  in times such as these we 

need to continue to think about those less fortunate than ourselves and provide hope and support to 

others.  This is a lovely family activity to do over the half term.  Your child will have been given an in-

formation leaflet with details about filling a shoebox.  Ideas for what can be included in the shoebox 

are below.  Please do not spend too much and make sure boxes are returned  to the school office by  

Thursday 10th December 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Visit  https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-Christmas-child/  For more details  



ST MARK’S TREES 

 

 

 

 

Ebony Tree 

 There are three main species of ebony tree: Ceylon, Gabon and Makassar. 

 They are evergreen, which means that they do not lose all of their leaves at 
once.  

 They grow in Sri Lanka, India, Western Africa and Indonesia.  

 They reach between 20 and 30 meters tall. 

 The bark of the ebony tree is very dark grey and scaly! 

 Ebony wood is very precious. Pharaohs used to be buried with it.  

 It is often used to make violins and the black keys on pianos.  

 They can live for hundreds of years and don’t mature until they are 200 
years old. 

“The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were the merchandise 
of thine hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony.” 

Ezekiel 27.15   
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