
 

 

 

 

The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter 
6th March 2020 

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills  and knowledge 

to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’ Unique and Valued by God 

            

            Value of the Week 

   Patience 

                          BIBLE VERSE 

“You also be patient. Establish  

your hearts, for the coming of the  

Lord is at hand.” 

James 5.8 

Attendance and Punctuality  

Nursery—  90% 

Reception —  93.1% 

Year 1—  92% 

Year 2—  96.92% 

Year 3— 96.3% 

Year 4—  94.67% 

Year 5—  93.33% 

Year 6—  89.29% 

WELL DONE! 

Well done Years 2 & 3! 

Keep it up! Remember that 

poor attendance not only 

has an impact on your child’s 

learning, it affects the whole 

school attendance rate.  

Dear Parents, Carers, Children and Governors,   

Feedback for the school curriculum 

We have started Term 4 as we left Term 3, with lots of outstanding learning opportunities for                
children across the school.  We are currently developing our school curriculum and are keen to find 
out what you would like your child to learn by the time they leave Year 6.  Please email your feed-
back to admin@st-marks cofe.lambeth.sch.uk 

                                     Lent  Activities 

We have now entered the period of  Lent in the lead up to Easter.  Please 
find an attached activity sheet that children and parents can do together 
during the lent period. The purpose is to use this period to think of oth-
ers and to sacrifice our time and energy to serve others, as we lead up to 
the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.  

                                         Secondary schools 

We are very pleased to announce that 82% of the children in Year 6 at 
St Mark’s received their first or second choice of secondary school for 
September 2020 and 71% actually obtained their first choice.  The most 
popular schools were Archbishop Tenison’s (6); St Gabriel’s College (4); 
Lilian Baylis (4); Platanos College (3) ; Oasis Academy (3); Pimlico (2) and 
Grey Coats Hospital (2).  Children also secured places at Lambeth Acade-
my and La Retraite.   If you  have a child in Year 5, please begin to give serious consideration to 
which secondary schools you would like to apply for, if you haven’t started to do so already. 

Term Dates  

Please note the provisional school dates attached within this newsletter. Ensure all holidays are 
within the holiday periods, as the school will not be able to authorise holidays within term time.  
If attendance is below requirements, you may have to meet with a member of the Educational 
Welfare Team or be fined by Lambeth  local authority. Also absences impact o  children’s progress. 



 

 What is happening at St Mark’s? 
                                        SMILE SOCIETY WORKSHOP– Fizzy Drinks 

A group of student nurses led collective worship on Thursday 

to warn the pupils about the amount on sugar in fizzy drinks. 

Children were shocked to know that their daily recommended 

sugar intake is 5-6 cubes, yet a bottle of coke contains              

14 cubes, a milkshake drink contains 10 cubes and fizzy orange 

contains 9 cubes.  Afterwards, children in year two participat-

ed in workshops and were taught how to brush their teeth 

properly; they dyed their teeth; they learnt about sugar intake 

within different foods and drinks and learnt about the differ-

ent types of teeth and their role.   In the newspaper this week Sadiq 

Khan, the Mayor of London, said that all primary schools should be 

water only to help fight child obesity as nearly 40% of 10-11 Year 

olds in London are classed as over-weight.  Southwark Council is 

aiming to promote water only in all of its schools from April 2020 and we thank you for supporting 

our water only policy for packed lunches at St Mark’s. Evidence shows that this approach helps learn-

ing and behaviour.  

  YEAR 5/6 GIRLS FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 

                                

  

    World Book Day 

Last week a team of Year 5 and  6 girls competed against 5 different 

schools in a football tournament. It was a delight to see the girls 

showing great desire and tenacity, they kept on going. Girls football 

is growing throughout the world  and so are their footballing talents.  

Great effort girls! Well done to Grace,  Annia, Rebeca, Soriah, Betty, 

Anna, Djelika and Tolu. Great effort girls! 

CLASS WINNER RUNNER UP 

NURSERY Sammy (Mad Hatter) Ezra (Pirate) 

RECEPTION Cale (Lion King) Alicia (Greatest Showman) 

YEAR 1 Santiago (Woody) Trojit (Gladiator) 

YEAR 2 Aquinnah (Swan) Jerome (Robin Hood)& Shy-

la (Little Red Riding Hood) 

YEAR 3 Holly (Goblen) Ana Luiza (Little Red  

Riding Hood) 

YEAR 4 Shary (Caterpillar) Josiah (Isaac Newton) 

YEAR 5 Maya (Mrs Root) Deborah (Geisha Girl) 

YEAR 6 Ziva (Mad Hatter) Rania (Roman goddess)  

On Thursday it 

was World 

Book Day. Chil-

dren came to 

school dressed 

as their favour-

ite book charac-

ter. Thank to all 

for making such 

a great effort 

and for such a 

fun character parade. Below are the names of 

the winners and runners-up. 



          
 

 

Supporting our children at home and school 

The conversations at an early age echo throughout a child’s life 
 

A child who has 30 minutes each day of directed, uninterrupted 
conversation with their parent will on average have had 30 million 
more word spoken to them than a child who does not have this in-
teraction during the first 3 years of life.  
 
As days and months turn into years, a gulf opens up. This gulf is 
difficult to overcome, and, often time, only widens as time goes on.  
Language is perhaps the greatest cultivator of a child’s mind. Hear-
ing words, learning new concepts and being a part of creative in-
teractions causes explosions of brain  activity. Neurons hungrily 
branch, form connections and lay the foundation for future intel-
lectual capacity.  And the ability to form neural connections wanes 
as a child gets older. The peak years are 0-3 when the brain is 
forming. So children who hear less language during this time may 
never catch up.   
 
 

The above is taken from a research article called the GLOBAL CITIZEN. The article goes on to talk about how 
children’s language development has implications for their future success in life.  

Latest guidance on the Coronavirus  
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid being exposed to 
the virus. There are general principles anyone can follow to 
help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses, including: 

 Washing your hands often - with soap and water, or use   alcohol 
sanitiser if handwashing facilities are not available. This is partic-
ularly important after taking public transport 

 Covering your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throwing the 
tissue in a bin. See Catch it, Bin it, Kill it 

 People who feel unwell should stay at home and should not 
attend work or any education or childcare setting 

 Pupils, students, staff and visitors should wash their hands: be-
fore leaving home; on arrival at school; after using the toilet; 
after breaks and sporting activities; before food preparation; 
before eating any food, including snacks; before leaving school 

 Use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% 
alcohol if soap and water are not available 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 
hands 

 Avoid close contact with people who are unwell 
 clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces  

 If you are worried about your symptoms or those of a child or     
 colleague, please call NHS 111. Do not go directly to your GP or other  
 healthcare environment or call 0800 046 8687 for information 

       Email:  DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk for further information 



 

  

        
 

 
   

 

 

 £2.50    —  per day 

 £ 12.50 —  per week 

 

Please pay in ParentPay 

in advance to keep your 

dinner account in credit. 

Thank you! 

LATE  

COLLECTION    

Please ensure you collect your 

child on time, otherwise late 

fees will be applied. 

If you are running late, do let 

the school know and when pick-

ing up your child please ensure 

you inform a member of the 

office staff of your arrival. Thank 

you for your co-operation. 

Staff Feature 

Mrs Guy—Clerical/Attendance Officer  

Hello, my name is Mrs Guy or Mrs Natasha.  I am the happy Clerical Officer 

who has worked in the school office for 20 years now. (Where have the years 

gone)!! 

The best part of my role is knowing the pupils and staff around the school and 

also helping with the integral jobs in the office. The office is like the engine 

room of a busy ship and so we try our best to keep things working efficiently. 

One minute I could be assisting a child taking their asthma pump and the next 

minute I am ordering school dinners.  I have 2 children (25 and 15) who also 

attended St Mark’s and so have so many fond memories of their time here. 

I have moved to Kent over 5 years ago and so I am living the best of both 

worlds. All the best things that London has to offer during the week and the 

beautiful Kent countryside during the weekends.  

In my spare time I sing, go to the theatre, read and also dance. My children tell me I still got some 

moves!!! 



Dates for your Diary 

March 2020  - Term 4 

 



 

  

        
 

 
      

 SPORT RELIEF 

Next Friday 13th March 2020 is 

Sport Relief day.  Children will 

participate in a range of sports 

challenges and activities across 

the day.  If children bring in £1 

to give to charity, they can wear 

sports wear to school .   

All money will be given to the 

Sport Relief charity who sup-

ports good causes across the 

world. 

          

        

                                                                                                                                            

 

NOTICES 
 



 

  


