The St Mark’s Fortnightly Newsletter
8th October 2021

‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills and knowledge
to succeed and the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’

Unique and Valued by God

Dear Parents, Carers, pupils, staff and governors,

Family Gardening Event

Last Friday, around 20 families gathered together to take part in our first family gardening event of the year.
They worked with our school gardeners to help to get the vegetable beds in the Edible Playground ready for the
year ahead. This year, children from across the school will be involved in small group interventions with the gar-
deners as part of our additional curriculum provision we have been funded for.

Parents Evening

The first parents’ evening of the term will be taking place next week Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th Octo-
ber for parents in Nursery and Years 1-6 and next week Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th October if you are a
Reception parent. If you have not yet booked a slot, please add your name to the sign up sheets or speak to
your child’s class teacher.

Early Years Learning Collection for Vauxhall/Waterloo Foodbanks

Children in the Early Years
have been learning about
the autumn this term and
producing some great
work.

Thank you for your i‘@@\—iu | g

generosity in send-

ing food into school %@1 4

for our harvest
collection.
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What has been happening at St Mark’s

We are very pleased that since the beginning of term, classes have been

able to participate in trips and visits

Last week, our Year 6 pupils in Willow Class spent the week off-site attending Into University,
an organisation that prepares children to go to university. The week before they attended a
special Van Gogh Exhibition.

This week, Olive Class visited the Museum of London as part of their learning on the Romans
and took part in a workshop. The workshop leader was amazed at how much the children
knew about the topic.

We would like to say a big thank you to our parent volunteers who accompanied the classes
and made the trips possible. In future weeks other classes will be learning outside of school.




Additional Support for pupils at St Mark’s

We are pleased that this term lots of additional support has already-
been set up for our pupils across the school or is in the process of be-
ing set up. We recognise the impact that recent lockdowns have had
and we have access to some additional funding and grants that enables
us to provide this additional support.

Pastoral support

1-1 /small group sessions/ daily check-ins/ pre and after school clubs/regular drop-ins

Literacy Lab 2 x per week

Additional phonics support

Reading Support

Additional small group or 1-1 Reading 3 x per week

Outdoor Learning Intervention

Working with the school gardeners — Weekly

Speech and Language support

Involvement with the School Educational Psychologist

Dramatherapy - Weekly

School Counsellor - Weekly
1-1 English and Maths Tuition
Small group Maths Tuition (Starting in November 2021)

ELSA Groups (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)

EAL support Supporting children who are new to English




Outstanding learning environments at St Mark’s

Children and staff across the school have been working extremely hard to showcase the
high quality work that has been produced and is on display in their classrooms

Claude Monet’s
Jarliament




Black History ‘Year’ at St Mark’s

At St Mark’s, we celebrate Black History Year! We have reviewed our curriculum and have established
meaningful ways in which we can make our curriculum more balanced and representative of our diverse
school community. Please see our outline document below which will provide you with further details
relating to what we intend to teach the children throughout the year within our school curriculum.
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St Mark’s C of E Primary School Term Dates for Autumn Term 2021/22. Please
note that there are some new and amended dates
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Reducing Air Pollution in and around St Mark’s

Scientists from a local University have been setting up equipment in and

around the school to measure the quality of the air within the school.

They are using air purifiers to see whether they help to reduce air pollu-

tion that is created from the local roads.
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Pupil Leadership across the school at St Mark’s

School Council Reps for 2021-22

We welcome in our new school coun-
cil members for 2021-22. They are :

Kamarni and Lacara—Year 6

Seraphina and Joseph—Year 5

Erica, Aquinna and Jonathan—Year 4

Joshua and Destiny—Year 3
Reserves

Santiago—Year 3

Samuel—Year 4

Santiago and Shary—Year 6

School Monitors

We are thrilled that we have nearly 70 children across the school taking on leadership roles
at St Mark’s this term and we look forward to the impact that they will have in their roles as
school monitors . We have garden monitors, play buddies, pe monitors, prayers monitors,
collective worship monitors, ICT monitors and lunch monitors who will be working hard and
making a big contribution to the running of the school.




Mental Health Day—10th October 2021

What is Mental Health?

If you are in good mental health you can:
8 Make the most of your potential
8 Cope with life
8 Play a full part in your family, school life, workplace, community and amongst friends.
Some people call mental health ‘emotional health or ‘well-being” and it’s just as important as good physical health.
We all have time when we feel down or anxious or frightened. Most of the time those feelings pass. But sometimes they develop
into a more serious problem and that could happen to any one of us.
Everyone is different. You may bounce back from a setback while someone else may feel weighed down by it for a long time.
Your mental health doesn’t always stay the same. It can change as circumstances change and as you move through different stages
of your life.
It is important to talk about your feelings and know and say how you feel.
There are organisations and charities which can support:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-
helplines/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/

Eat Healthy and Drink Plenty of Water Exercise and go out for Fresh Air

%h sical activityl

This could be talking to a friend, reading, painting, baking, going
for a walk - just to name a few.

Connecl

Get Enough Sleep Ask for Help when you Feel Overwhelmed
So important - if we are well rested we are more resilient, If you are worried or feel anxious about something, talk to
feel healthier and are more alert and focused. someone you can trust.

Avoid being on any electronic devices before you go to bed.
24
e

I's OK to
+talk about it

Be Kind to Others Be Grateful for the Little Things in Life

Use Kind words and Kind Actions
Scientific Proof:

Practicing S
Gratitude Every - J
Day Can Change e

Your Life g ﬁ\ ,- 2%
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Become a foster carer

Be the difference. Become a foster carer.
Lambeth Counci l has | aunched a new fostering ¢
ute to the |ives of children in our community.
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Become a foster carer Become a foster carer

My foster parents
taught me to cook
my favourite
meals

Sabrina

My foster carer
helped me finish
my exams after my

Ashley

7 ‘&f e - ' ==V
i Lambeth Lambeth

baby was born
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https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/events/lambeth-council-fostering-information-evening-0
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/fostering/about-fostering/foster-care-charter
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Sunday School at the Metropolitan Tabernacle

Some of the children at St Mark’s attend the Metropolitan Tabernacle Sunday School on Sundays at
3.00pm. Itis a well established Sunday School that attracts hundreds of local children each week. One of
the teachers, Philippa Cooper, comes into school each term to lead our collective worship assemblies. If
you are interested in your child attending Sunday School, please call 02077357076 for more details.
There may be an opportunity for your child to be collected and transported into the Tabernacle

in Elephant and Castle.

@ Traditional Sunday School

. ~;_p'.-.:n;i\
@ Fxper caring teachers
® A out tra n\pnrl
| tely free!

or further information please phone:
020 7735 7076

Or visit us on the web:

www.MelropolitanTabemac]e.Otg

*Getr wisdom, get under
from the words of my m«
preserve thee:

Metropolitan Tabernacle (Baptist Church)

The Metropolitan Tabernacle Sunday School and Bible
Classes provide children and young people with traditional
Christian foundations for life.

of London’s most famous churches with a
nin 1810 and
2erS are

lus Bible

650. Our Sunday School be

Over 800 children and teena
l and four branch Schoo
to join them

@ Every Sunday 3 - 4pm ® Age 3 & upwards
@ Bible Classes for older children

g Our society has largely abandoned the
iditional values which were the bedrock

»f former bcncnuons.

With this moral collapse, and the difficult
<iruations children can fall into as they
zrow up, we believe Sunday School work is
vital. We aim to teach children the
uimeless lessons of the Bible and its values,
cupecially the life and teaching of Jesus
: people of the Bible such as Moses, Joseph,

| \'ndcm teaching aids and illustrations are

i, which children enjoy

ur far nil

These matenials are used by many Sunday

Schools internationally

ach week the main lesson is accompanied
by a range of activities including singing,
quizzes and special items.

Every weck the children are given a takes

home leaflet, so parents know what their
hildren have been taught.

Metropolitan Tabernacle

Elephant & Castle
"', : De Petor Masters

01§
p lthaLrLl_,

Sunday School & Bible Classes

All staff are governed by

compr ehensive Child Pmn\n on Polic
in line with Home Office guidance,
and all receive training in Sunday
School teaching.

Your child will receive a free Bible after

6 weeks attendance, and we run a

reward scheme for attendance and
good attention.

Once a year we take the entire Sunday
School on an outing. We also hold an annual Pnizegiving 1o
which all parents are invited.

Many children who attend Sunday School regularly also
enjoy our weeknight meclmgs held duning term time. There

" is 2 time of recreation with an ‘epilogue’
on a moral and spiritual theme.

Why not encourage your children to
attend Sunday School? If you are unable
to bring them it may be possible for us
to collect them. Please enquire.

|



Lambeth
|Dear Year 6 Parents and
lcarers Starting secondary school in Lambeth
/4
: 2022/23
Infi tion for ts/ f child b bet 01/09/10 and 31/08/11,
el s that you have SRtaioh s v e B chie Chiring Y 2024/ acaciomic Yook hio Wil be.

|started considering schools
:for your Year 6 child. ' ;

1

transferring from primary to secondary school in September 2022

Applications need to be 1
handed in by 31st Octo-

ber. Give yourself plenty
of time to complete the I
form and to gather the
other documents that
need to be submitted as
proof of identification

4 4\{5 Deadline: Sunday 31 October 2021
Please remember to - /) 3% |lambeth.gov.uk/admissions

complete the supple-
mentary application

forms for the schools
that you will be applying for as well as the online application form

If you are currently living in temporary accommodation, you will need
to use this as your address.

If a family move during the school admissions process they need to in-
form their original (if not the same) borough’s School Admissions
Team of the move as soon as possible, and provide new proof of ad-
dress documentation.



What Parents Need to Know about
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Pokémon GO has been among the world's most popular mobile games since its spectacular release in 2016, It
recently enjoyed a resurgence, thanks partly to people con)bining entertainment and exercise during lockdow
Pokémon GO ~ like the Fokémon TV show, trading card series and other video games - players capture, train
battle with their Pokémon creatures: physically exploring locations while usinﬂ augmented reality via their phon .
screen. The game generally provides a positive experience, but there are still some safety concerns to considers o0
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iark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for soverol years
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Online
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#WakeUpWednesday
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