
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, pupils, staff and governors, 

Family Gardening Event 

Last Friday, around 20 families gathered together to take part in our first family gardening event of the year. 
They worked with our school gardeners to help to get the vegetable beds in the Edible Playground ready for the 
year ahead.  This year, children from across the school will be involved in small group interventions with the gar-
deners as part of our additional curriculum provision we have been funded for. 

Parents Evening 

The first parents’ evening of the term will be taking place  next week Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th Octo-
ber for parents in Nursery and Years 1-6 and next week Tuesday 12th and Thursday  14th October if you are a 
Reception parent.  If you have not yet booked a slot, please add your name to the sign up sheets or speak to 
your child’s class teacher.   
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           VALUE OF THE WEEK 
Helping others to learn –  

Being a role model  
 

BIBLE VERSE 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping 

alert in it with an attitude  

of thanksgiving.”  

Colossians 4:2  

 
  Attendance and Punctuality message 

N—93.52% 

R—95.53% 

1—94.87% 

2– 92.59% 

3—91.3% 

4—95.06% 

5—95.65% 

6—93.7% 

Early Years Learning 

Children in the Early Years 
have been learning about 
the autumn this term and 
producing some great 
work.  

Collection for Vauxhall/Waterloo Foodbanks 

Thank you for your 
generosity in send-
ing food into school 
for our harvest       
collection.  

Unfortunately, we did not receive our 

school target of 96% Attendance this 

week. We look forward to achieving 

this next week 

Please make every effort to arrive on 

time to school at 8.55am 



 

  

 

     

 

  

What has been happening at St Mark’s 

We are very pleased that since the beginning of term, classes have been 

able to participate in trips and visits 
 

Last week, our Year 6 pupils in Willow Class spent the week off-site attending Into University, 
an organisation that prepares children to go to university. The week before they attended a 

special Van Gogh Exhibition. 

 

This week, Olive Class visited the Museum of London as part of their learning on the  Romans 
and took part in a workshop.  The workshop leader was amazed at how much the children 

knew about the topic.  

 

As part of their science topic, Oak Class visited Vauxhall City Farm to see the animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to our parent volunteers who accompanied the classes 
and made the trips possible. In future weeks other classes will be learning outside of school. 



 

  

 

     

 

  

Additional Support for pupils at St Mark’s 

We are pleased that this term lots of additional support has already-
been set up for our pupils across the school or is in the process of be-
ing set up.  We recognise the impact that recent lockdowns have had 
and we have access to some additional funding and grants that enables 
us to provide this additional support. 

Pastoral support  

 1-1 /small group sessions/  daily check-ins/ pre and after school clubs/regular drop-ins 

Literacy Lab 2 x per week 

Additional phonics support  

Reading Support 

Additional small group or 1-1 Reading 3 x per week 

Outdoor Learning Intervention  

Working with the school gardeners – Weekly 

Speech and Language support 

Involvement with the School Educational Psychologist 

Dramatherapy - Weekly 

School Counsellor  - Weekly  

1-1 English and Maths Tuition  

Small group Maths Tuition  (Starting in November 2021) 

ELSA Groups (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)  

EAL support  Supporting children who are new to English  



 

  

 

     

 

  

Outstanding learning environments at St Mark’s 

Children and staff across the school have been working extremely hard to showcase the 
high quality work that has been produced and is on display in their classrooms 

Oak Class 

Olive Class 

Palm Class 

Ebony Class 

Sycamore Class 

Willow Class 

Sycamore Class 

Cedar Class 



 

 

 

 

 

At St Mark’s, we celebrate Black History Year! We have reviewed our curriculum and have established 
meaningful ways in which  we can make our  curriculum more balanced and representative of our diverse 
school community.  Please see our outline document below which will provide you with further details 
relating to what we intend to teach the children throughout the year within our school curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History ‘Year’ at St Mark’s 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Air Filters 
 

 

     

 

  

St Mark’s C of E Primary School Term Dates for Autumn Term 2021/22.  Please 
note that there are some new and amended dates 

Date Event Details 

5th October 2021 Olive Class visiting Museum of London 10-3.00pm. Parent volunteers 
needed 

6th October 2021 1-1 Tuition for Year 6 begins   

7th October 2021 Oak Class visiting Vauxhall City Farm 2pm Adult helpers needed 

13th October 2021 Parentsô Evening Further details to follow 

14th October 2021 Parents Evening Further details to follow 

20th October 2021 Phonics Workshop EYFS and Year 1 Parents at 
9:00am 

22nd October 2021 Cultural Dress Day and last day of Term 1 Children to wear cultural clothing 
or the national flag colours 

w/c  23
rd
 -29

th
 Oct 2021 Half Term   

1st November 2021  Children return back to school for Term 2 
 

School begins at 8.55am 

11th November 2021 Remembrance Day   

w/c 15th November  
2021 

Anti-bullying week   

Tuesday  7th Decem-
ber 2021 

EYFS Nativity  tbcðnew date  Held in the school hall for parents 
at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 14th  Decem-
ber 2021 

Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity tbc Held in the school hall for parents 
at 2.30pm 

Thursday 16th  Decem-
ber 2021 
  

St Markôs  Carol Service 9.20am 
Held at St Markôs Church 

Led by Key Stage 2 

Thursday 16th Decem-
ber 2021 

Last day of Autumn Term   

Tuesday 4th January 
2021 

Children return to school   

Reducing Air Pollution in and  around St Mark’s 

Scientists from a local University have been setting up equipment in and 

around the school to measure the quality of the air within the school.  

They are using air purifiers to see whether they help to reduce air pollu-

tion that is created from the local roads. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Leadership across the school at St Mark’s 

   School Council Reps for 2021-22 

We welcome in our new school coun-

cil members for 2021-22. They are : 

Kamarni and Lacara—Year 6 

Seraphina and Joseph—Year 5 

Erica, Aquinna and Jonathan—Year 4 

Joshua and Destiny—Year 3 

Reserves 

Santiago—Year 3 

Samuel—Year 4 

Santiago and Shary—Year 6 

School Monitors  

We are thrilled that we have nearly 70 children across the school taking on leadership roles 

at St Mark’s this term and we look forward to the impact that they will have in their roles as 

school monitors .  We have garden monitors, play buddies, pe monitors,  prayers monitors, 

collective worship monitors, ICT monitors and lunch monitors who will be working hard and 

making a big contribution to the running of the school. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Day—10th October 2021 
What is Mental Health?   

If you are in good mental health you can: 

§ Make the most of your potential  

§ Cope with life  

§ Play a full part in your family, school life, workplace, community and amongst friends. 

Some people call mental health ‘emotional health or ‘well-being’ and it’s just as important as good physical health. 

We all have time when we feel down or anxious or frightened.  Most of the time those feelings pass.  But sometimes they develop 

into a more serious problem and that could happen to any one of us.   

Everyone is different.  You may bounce back from a setback while someone else may feel weighed down by it for a long time.   

Your mental health doesn’t always stay the same.  It can change as circumstances change and as you move through different stages 

of your life.   

It is important to talk about your feelings and know and say how you feel.  

There are organisations and charities which can support:    

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

https://www.mind.org.uk/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/nhs-voluntary-charity-services/charity-and-voluntary-services/get-help-from-mental-health-

helplines/ 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/    

Eat Healthy and Drink Plenty of Water 

  

Exercise and go out for  Fresh Air 

  

 Do Something you Enjoy 

This could be talking to a friend, reading, painting, baking, going 
for a walk - just to name a few. 

 

 Connect with Others  

 

Get Enough Sleep 

So important – if we are well rested we are more resilient, 
feel healthier and are more alert and focused.  

Avoid being on any electronic devices before you go to bed. 

 

 Ask for Help when you Feel Overwhelmed 

If you are worried or feel anxious about something, talk to 
someone you can trust. 

 

 Be Kind to Others                                                                                   
Use Kind words and Kind Actions  

 

  

Be Grateful for the Little Things in Life   



  

 Be the difference. Become a foster carer.  

 

Lambeth Council has launched a new fostering campaign to reach more people who want to contrib-

ute to the lives of children in our community.  

 

Being a foster parent means caring for someone elseôs child as part of your family. If you think you 

could be the difference to a Lambeth child, please come to their next event at 7pm on Thursday 14 

October. Register here Online Information Evening 

 

Merlin Joseph, Director for Childrenôs Services, said: ñItôs hard to truly convey the impact that carers 

make every day to the next generation in Lambeth. We hope our campaign will get people thinking 

about what it takes to be a foster carer and consider whether you can be that person for someone 

tooò. 

  

Cllr Ed Davie, Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, said: ñThereôs nothing more fulfilling 

than developing a relationship with a child and watching them grow. Members of my family have fos-

tered children and itôs transformed everyoneôs lives for the better. 

  

ñItôs so important we find more local carers for local children. Thatôs why weôre appealing to as many 

people as possible to step forwards and be the difference to a Lambeth child.ò 

 

Who can foster? 

Lambeth Fostering welcome applications from everyone with a passion for caring. You just need to be 

over 21, have a spare room and permanent UK residency. 

 

Lambeth’s new Foster Carer Charter 

Lambeth are passionate about providing outstanding services in partnership with foster carers. Thatôs 

why weôve developed the Lambeth Foster Care Charter ï our commitment to children who are looked 

after, foster carers and the fostering service. Read the Lambeth Foster Carer Charter. 

https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/events/lambeth-council-fostering-information-evening-0
https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/fostering/about-fostering/foster-care-charter


 

/Î &ÒÉÄÁÙ ςςÎÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 

$ÒÅÓÓ $ÁÙȢ   

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÅÁÒ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ПÌÁÇ ÃÏÌÏÕÒÓȢ 

!Ó ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȟ  ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÏÏÄȢ  

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÅÍÁÉÌ -ÒÓ %ÁÄÅ ÕÓÉÎÇȡ                                                                      

ÓÅÁÄÅͽÓÔ-ÍÁÒËÓÃÏÆÅȢÌÁÍÂÅÔÈȢÓÃÈȢÕË  

7Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 

ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ςςÎÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςπςρ  



 Sunday School at the Metropolitan Tabernacle  

Some of the children at St Mark’s attend the Metropolitan Tabernacle Sunday School on Sundays at 

3.00pm.  It is a well established Sunday School that attracts hundreds of local children each week.  One of 

the teachers, Philippa Cooper, comes into school each term to lead our collective worship assemblies.  If 

you are interested in your child attending Sunday School, please call  02077357076 for more details.  

There may be an opportunity for your child to be collected and transported into the Tabernacle                    

in Elephant and Castle. 



Secondary Transfer Process– Information for 6 parents  

 

Dear Year 6 Parents and        

Carers, 

I am sure that you have 

started considering schools 

for your Year 6 child.    

¶ Applications need to be 

handed in by 31st Octo-

ber. Give yourself plenty 

of time to complete the 

form and to gather the 

other documents that 

need to be submitted as 

proof of identification 

¶ Please remember to 

complete the supple-

mentary application 

forms for the schools 

that you will be   applying for as well as the online application form 

¶ If you are currently living in temporary accommodation, you will need 

to use this as your address.  

¶  If a family move during the school admissions process they need to in-

form their original (if not the same) borough’s School Admissions 

Team of the move as soon as possible, and provide new proof of ad-

dress documentation.  




