
 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of the Week  

Caring for local community—What impact do 

we have on those around us? 

BIBLE VERSE 

Let your light shine before others, so they 

may see your good works and glorify your  

father in heaven 
Matthew 5:16 

Dear Parents, Carers, Children and Governors, 
Children's Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare,  

Well done to all parents and families who made it into school last week during the 
snow. Given the circumstances and the fact that some schools have even been off 

this week as well due to burst water pipes, we believe we made the right decision to 
keep the school open to allow children's learning to continue uninterrupted. 

Also thank you for your excellent efforts with attendance this week.  The overall  
figure for the school is 97.0%, far higher than previous weeks.  Please note that as 

a school, we are coming under increasing pressure from Lambeth local authority to 
issue fines of £60 for regular unauthorised absences and even send out court no-

tices to families whose children are persistently absent. This could result in fines of 
up to £450.  We met with the Educational Welfare team last week and they re-

minded us that it was a parent’s legal duty to send their children to school regu-

larly.  We are currently in the process of updating our attendance policy to provide 
you with further clarity regarding our expectations and what is required from your-

selves.  In order to avoid these stronger sanctions, please work with the school and 
avoid regular and unnecessary absences.  

Parents’ Evening Attendance 

There was a great turn out for parents evening two weeks ago with nearly all par-

ents managing to meet with their child's class teacher and find out about their pro-
gress.  

Year 1- 96% 

Year 2- 93% 

Year 3 - 87% 

Year 4 - 96% 

Year 5 –80% 

Year 6 - 90% 
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‘A school where children develop the passion to learn, the skills to succeed and 
the confidence to take Christian values into our diverse society.’  

Unique and Valued by God 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNTUALITY 

NUR -    92.89% 

REC  -    98.1% 

Yr 1  -    96.92% 

Yr 2 -     99.26% 

Yr 3 -     93.33% 

Yr 4  -    97.24% 

Yr 5  -     98.62% 

Yr 6  -     99.31% 

WELL DONE  

TO THE FOLLOWING CLASSES: 

Rec, Yr 1, Yr 2, Yr 4, Yr 5, Yr 6 

for achieving 96% or above this 

week 

Absences Add Up  - Missing just 2 

days a month means a child misses 



 

 

 

 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING THIS WEEK…? 

 

It was difficult for some people to get out in the snow however, our youngest pupils of St Mark’s  made the effort to enjoy the snow. 

Fun was had by all,  they enjoyed a day of making snow angels and snow men. 

 

On Monday and Tuesday this week we 

had visitors from Walhampton School.  

Titus Mills, a former deputy head teacher 

at St Mark’s, now the headteacher of  

Walhampton School in the New Forest, 

came to visit with a group of Year 6    

children.   

They fully emerged themselves into school life, enjoyed their time at St Mark’s and were very positive about our school.  A 

huge thank you to the staff and children of St Mark’s for making our visitors feel so welcome.    In the Summer term, the Year 5   

children will have the opportunity to visit Walhampton, which is something to look forward to. 

Reading and Writing Week 

“Reading is to the mind; what exercise is to the body” 
Quote by Joseph Addison 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

   Book Week was certainly enjoyed by all and the weather certainly didn’t dampen our spirits.  Our main focus for the week was Reading for                       

Pleasure and Reading to Make Us Better Writers. 

These are some of the activities the children and staff enjoyed:   

Paired reading where younger children had the opportunity to read with older children 

Story telling workshop led by a company called West End in Schools 

Writing focus on text explored in the story telling workshops 

Spelling Bee 

Visits to Durning Library 

Show and Tell Assembly 

Poster Competition for the new school library 

Character Parade 

Children and staff fully engaged in these activities which made them a success and highlighted the importance of reading for      

pleasure.  Keep Reading St Marks!  Reading is the key to learning. 

A visit from Walhampton School 

Fun in the Snow 



WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING THIS WEEK continued…? 

BOOK CHARACTER DAY 

New Library 

Our new library is almost up and running.  The li-

brary monitors have been working hard labelling 

and sorting through books and we will be opening 

soon!   

More details to follow. 

We had an amazing array of costumes and children really  made the effort to dress up 

as their favourite book characters.  A very big thank you to many parents who stayed to 

watch the parade; so much so that it was standing room only!  The judges had a difficult 

task in deciding the winners but all will be revealed on Monday 12th March.  Well Done 

to the staff for joining in and organising the event. 



BOOK CHARACTER DAY continued... 

 





 Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London   

 

Museum of London  - Families Find Out event 

FREE (ticketed – some tickets available on the day or book in advance via the website) 

Sunday 11th March 11am, 1pm, 2.30pm  

Age 5+ 

Museum of London Archaeological Archive, 150 London Wall, EC2Y 5HN 

www.museumoflondon.org.uk  

nearest tube: Barbican and St Paul’s.  

This British Science Week, join the Museum of London and Imperial College London for free hands-on activi-
ties and experiments at our archaeological archive. Explore why scientists and archaeologists continue to be 

fascinated by water as you take part in a range of short interactive activities and embark on a behind-the-
scenes tour of the world’s largest archaeological archive. Find out how medieval Londoners coped when the 
river Thames froze over, explore why water is a conservation superhero and take a watery ride through Lon-
don's sewer system. Discover our amazing range of artefacts that have been discovered in London’s rivers 

and wells which have survived through the centuries. 

Institute of Imagination Lab – Lab Live: Sci Art 

Tickets: £7.00 half day; £12.00 full day Book online www.ioi.london 

Imagination Lab, The Workshop, 26 Lambeth High Street, SE1 7AG 

Nearest tube: Vauxhall (12 minutes’ walk) 

Saturday 10th March  10am – 5pm 

Tickets are selling fast for Lab Live – make sure you secure your place for our festival of science and art. 
There are 5 zones at the event spanning nature and space, invention, technology, art and sound, plus live 
performances. You can get involved in collaborative art pieces, build a flying machine or try out virtual re-

ality – there are over 20 activities to enjoy through the day. 

Digital workshop – Make a Manga Comic- British Museum 

FREE (Age 7+) – limited places 

Sunday 11th March 11 – 12; 1 – 2pm; 3 – 4pm 

44 Great Russell Street, WC1B 3DG / 020 7323 8000 / www.british museum.org 

Nearest tube: Holborn/Russell Square 

To secure a place, sign up on the day at the Samsung Digital Discovery Centre 

Create your own comic inspired by the Museum’s collection of Japanese manga. Learn the secrets of 
manga comic artists, develop digital design skills to tell a story with characters from the Museum, then 

print and take your creation home. 

Clapham Picturehouse – Moana Singalong 

Tickets £2.00 each (no unaccompanied adults) 

Saturday 10th March 1145am 

Clapham Picturehouse, Venn Street, SW4 0AT; nearest tube Clapham Common 

www.picturehouses.com 

On the mythical and mystical island of Motuni in the South Pacific lives Moana, daughter of the tribal chief 
and last in a long line of navigators. Her family have long since abandoned their fabled oceanic adventur-
ing, but with encouragement from her grandma, the teenage Moana sets off to sea in search of a mysteri-

ous island, accompanied by a spiky demigod and a pet rooster. 

 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk
http://www.ioi.london
http://www.picturehouses.com


  

 

 

Diary Dates for Term 4  

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 19th February 2018 Beginning of Term 4 Beginning of Term 4 

Friday March 2nd 2018 YR 5 Science Workshop at St  
Martin’s in the Field 

A.M 

Monday 5th March 2018 Walhampton Children to visit St 
Mark’s for two days 

Overnight visit- tbc  

Friday 9th March 2018 WORLD BOOK DAY 
Costume parade 9.05am.   

All Welcome 

Children dress as their Book  
Characters 

Monday 12th March 2018 School Journey Meeting for Year 6 
Parents at 6.00pm 

In the school hall 
Children welcome  

Thursday 15th March 2018 Year 3 and Year 4 Trip to  the    
Natural History Museum 

Parent volunteers needed 

Friday 16th March 2018 Year 2 visiting Southwark Cathedral 
10.30-12.00 

Parent volunteers needed 

Tuesday 20th March Year 2 and Year 5 involved in the 
Lambeth Music Festival 

Tickets now available   

Thursday 22nd March Year 3 visiting Southwark Cathedral 
10.30-12.00 

Parent volunteers needed 

TBC March Official opening of our new school 
Library 

This date is postponed.  We 
will inform you of a new date 

and details soon 

Friday  23rd March 2018 YR 4,5 & 6 Girls’ Football                  
Tournament 

10 – 2pm Ferndale Leisure 
Centre 

Friday 23rd March 2018 YR 4 Science Workshop at St  
Martin’s in the Field 

A.M. 

w/c Monday 26th March 2018 RE WEEK RE themed activities all week  

Tuesday 27th March 2018 Year 5 visiting Southwark Cathedral  10.30-12.00 

Wednesday 28th March 2018 Year 3 Pedestrian Training  Children to come to school in 
PE kits and trainers 

Thursday 29th March 2018 Year 4 Leading the Easter Service at 
St Mark’s Church 

9.30 Start 

Thursday 29th March 2018 Last day of Term 4 School finishes at 1.30pm 

Monday 16th April 2018 Return Back to school 8.55am First day Term 5 


